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Add Featured Products to Home Page 

- Create a caǘŜƎƻǊȅ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦ /ŀƭƭ ƛǘ ŜΦƎΦ άCŜŀǘǳǊŜŘέ ƻǊ άHome PageέΦ {Ŝǘ άLǎ !ŎǘƛǾŜέ ǘƻ bƻΦ 
¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀȅΣ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎ ƳŜƴǳΦ - After saving the category, please note what ID it gets. You can see 
it in the last part of the URL. If the URL ends with catalog_category/edit/id/8/, the ID is 8. On later version, the ID is 
next to the category 
name:

 - Add products for the home page to the new category. - Edit the Home Page (CMS Ҧ aŀƴŀƎŜ Pageǎ Ҧ Home 
Page) and add the following content, where 8 should be replaced by your category ID:  

{{block type="catalog/product_list" category_id="8" template="catalog/product/list.phtml"}} 

If your product/list.html referenceǎ ϷǘƘƛǎҦƎŜǘ/ƻƭǳƳƴ/ƻǳƴǘόύ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǾŀǊȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ Ŏƻǳƴǘ όŜΦƎΦ п ŎƻƭǳƳƴǎύ 
from the default (3) displayed by using:  

{{block type="catalog/product_list" column_count="4" category_id="8" template="catalog/product/list.phtml"}} 

Although displaying more than 3 columns in your template would likely require additional CSS/layout changes as 
well.  

If you want a view that is different from the category lists, you can copy and modify list.phtml and change the path 
above. Following steps is an example.  

Add Bestsellers to Home Page using the best-selling box of Blue Theme 

In Blue Theme, there is a sample HTML code ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ōƻȄ ό!ŘƳƛƴ Ҧ CMS Ҧ aŀƴŀƎŜ Pageǎ Ҧ Home Page) 
that displays a list of Best Selling Products. You can easily modify list.phtml to reuse the skin of the best-selling box. 
Adding featured products to Home Page is a matter of clicking to select the required products in the category 
ό!ŘƳƛƴ Ҧ CMS Ҧ aŀƴŀƎŜ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ Ҧ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ tǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ǘŀōύ ŀǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ 
need to mess with the HTML code in the CMS.  
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1. Copy the following code to your preferred text editor  

<?php $_productCollection=$this->getLoadedProductCollection() ?> 
<?php if(!$_productCollection->count()): ?> 
<div class="note-msg"> 
    <?php echo $this->__('There are no products matching the selection.') ?> 
</div> 
<?php else: ?> 
<div class="box best-selling"> 
<?php $_collectionSize = $_productCollection->count() ?> 
<table border="0" cellspacing="0"> 
<tbody> 
    <?php $i=0; foreach ($_productCollection as $_product): ?> 
        <?php if($i++%2==0): ?> 
        <tr> 
        <?php endif; ?> 
            <td> 
                <a href="<?php echo $_product->getProductUrl() ?>" > 
                <img class="product-img" src="<?php echo $this->helper('catalog/image')->init($_product, 
'small_image')->resize(95, 95); ?>" width="95" height="95" alt="<?php echo $this->htmlEscape($_product-
>getName()) ?>" /> 
                </a> 
                <div class="product-description"> 
                <p><a href="<?php echo $_product->getProductUrl() ?>" title="<?php echo $this-
>htmlEscape($_product->getName()) ?>"><?php echo $this->htmlEscape($_product->getName()) ?></a></p> 
                <?php echo $this->getPriceHtml($_product, true) ?> 
                <?php if($_product->getRatingSummary()): ?> 
                    <?php echo $this->getReviewsSummaryHtml($_product, 'short') ?> 
                <?php endif; ?> 
                <?php echo nl2br($_product->getShortDescription()) ?> 
                <a href="<?php echo $_product->getProductUrl() ?>" title="<?php echo $this-
>htmlEscape($_product->getName()) ?>"><small><?php echo $this->__('Learn More') ?></small></a> 
            </td> 
        <?php if($i%2==0 || $i==$_collectionSize): ?> 
        </tr> 
        <?php endif; ?> 
    <?php endforeach ?> 
    <script type="text/javascript">decorateGeneric($$('tr'), ['last', 'odd', 'even']);</script> 
</tbody> 
</table> 
</div> 
<?php endif; //$_productCollection->count() ?> 

Name it homelist.phtml and save it in location app/design/frontend/default/blue/template/catalog/product, 
create the folders where necessary 

Edit the Home Page (CMS Ҧ aŀƴŀƎŜ Pageǎ Ҧ Home Page) and add the following content, where 19 should be 
replaced by your category ID: 

<h3>Best Selling Products</h3> 
{{block type="catalog/product_list" category_id="19" template="catalog/product/homelist.phtml"}}   



TheUnical Technologies 

How to Fix the Breadcrumbs of Inactive Categories 

LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ²ƛƪƛΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘŎǊǳƳōǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƻŘǳŎǘ Page include the inactive category in the 
middle (Home/Inactive/Productύ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ плпΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎteps show 
you how to hide the inactive category.  

1. wŜƴŀƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ōȅ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊŜŦƛȄ ΨлΩό!ŘƳƛƴ Ҧ /ŀǘŀƭƻƎ Ҧ aŀƴŀƎŜ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ Ҧ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŀŎǘƛǾŜ 
ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ Ҧ bŀƳŜύΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ .ŜǎǘǎŜƭƭŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜƴŀƳŜ ƛǘ л.ŜǎǘǎŜƭƭŜǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛŦ 
names of other active categories do not start with ΨлΩΦ 

2. Edit breadcrumbs.phtml located in app/design/frontend/default/default/template/page/html  by adding 
this ғΚǇƘǇ ƛŦόϷψŎǊǳƳōLƴŦƻώΩƭŀōŜƭΩϐώлϐΗҐΩлΩύΥ ΚҔ to line 31 and this <?php endif; ?> at line 44. (The line 
numbers are based on version 1.2.0.2) The complete code:  

<?php if($crumbs && is_array($crumbs)): ?> 
<h4 class="no-display"><?php echo $this->__("You're currently on:") ?></h4> 
<ul class="breadcrumbs"> 
    <?php foreach($crumbs as $_crumbName=>$_crumbInfo): ?> 
      <?php if($_crumbInfo['label'][0]!='0'): ?>   
        <li class="<?php echo $_crumbName ?>"> 
        <?php if($_crumbInfo['link']): ?> 
            <a href="<?php echo $_crumbInfo['link'] ?>" title="<?php echo $_crumbInfo['title'] ?>"><?php echo 
$_crumbInfo['label'] ?></a> 
        <?php elseif($_crumbInfo['last']): ?> 
            <strong><?php echo $_crumbInfo['label'] ?></strong> 
        <?php else: ?> 
            <?php echo $_crumbInfo['label'] ?> 
        <?php endif; ?> 
        </li> 
        <?php if(!$_crumbInfo['last']): ?> 
        <li> / </li> 
        <?php endif; ?> 
      <?php endif; ?>  
    <?php endforeach; ?> 
</ul> 
<?php endif; ?> 

3. Save the file to the Blue Theme directory here: app/design/frontend/default/blue/template/page/html  (If 
you are using other theme, then save it in the corresponding directory.) 

Please note: In order to make this work for more than one block of products with different category IDs on the 
same page, you need to add the following code at the end of your phtml file(s):  

<?php 
//unset catalog to allow using template for multiple categories on single page 
Mage::unregister("_singleton/catalog/layer"); 
?> 

Alternative way: 
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If you are on 1.4 or greater or 1.7EE or greater then this post is no longer valid as magento has moved to using 
widgets. You can find a featured product widget here: http://www.magewidgets.com/featured-products-
widget.html  

If you want more in depth way, try to view this post: http://inchoo.net/ecommerce/magento/featured-products-
on-magento-frontpage/   

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ Magento v1.1.5 or later, you might want to use these code snippets instead: 
http://www. magentocommerce.com/boards/viewthread/4780/P15/#t44262 This approach uses core functions 
instead of using Zend DB to figure out how to build a query statement.  

http://www.magewidgets.com/featured-products-widget.html
http://www.magewidgets.com/featured-products-widget.html
http://inchoo.net/ecommerce/magento/featured-products-on-magento-frontpage/
http://inchoo.net/ecommerce/magento/featured-products-on-magento-frontpage/
http://www.magentocommerce.com/boards/viewthread/4780/P15/#t44262
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Create Payment Method Module 

Introduction 

Each payment method can be done as separate module or few methods can be combined in same module if they 
share functionality or could be used together.  

[ŜǘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƳƻŘǳƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭΥ  

 accept credit card information 

 authorize it when order is submitted 

 save transaction ID in order payment record 

Our new module will be called NewModule.  

wŜǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ΨbŜǿaƻŘǳƭŜΩ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻŘǳƭŜ ŀƴŘ ΨƴŜǿƳƻŘǳƭŜΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƳǇƭƛŦƛŜŘ ŎƻŘŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ 
contains only alphanumeric characters and underscore.  

To make this tutorial most cƻƴŎƛǎŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŦƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ  

Make sure that app/code/local is in include_path.  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀŎƘŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŜǘ ƛǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳƻŘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŦƛƎ ȄƳƭ ŦƛƭŜǎ ōȅ ŘŜƭŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
contents of var/cache/config/  

A good piece of advice: Disable caching before developing a new module.  

Module Declaration 

Create app/etc/modules/CompanyName_NewModule.xml:  

<config> 

    <modules> 

<!-- declare CompanyName_NewModule module --> 

        <CompanyName_NewModule> 

<!-- this is an active module --> 

            <active>true</active> 

<!-- this module will be located in app/code/local code pool --> 

            <codePool>local</codePool> 

<!-- specify dependencies for correct module loading order --> 
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            <depends> 

                <Mage_Payment /> 

            </depends> 

        </CompanyName_NewModule> 

    </modules> 

</config> 

Now that the application is aware of the module, we will let Magento know about details of our module.  

Module Configuration  

Create app/code/local/CompanyName/NewModule/etc/config.xml:  

<?xml version="1.0"?> 

<config> 

    <modules> 

       <CompanyName_NewModule> 

<!-- declare module's version information for database updates --> 

          <version>0.1.0</version> 

       </CompanyName_NewModule> 

    </modules> 

  

    <global> 

<!-- IMPORTANT: if you use your own namespace (i.e. CompanyName) you also have to declare blocks group 
for new module. See topic: http://www.magentocommerce.com/boards/viewthread/22416/#t102732 --> 

    <blocks> 

        <newmodule> 

            <class>CompanyName_NewModule_Block</class> 

        </newmodule> 
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    </blocks> 

  

<!-- declare model group for new module --> 

        <models> 

<!-- model group alias to be used in Mage::getModel('newmodule/...') --> 

            <newmodule> 

<!-- base class name for the model group --> 

                <class>CompanyName_NewModule_Model</class> 

            </newmodule> 

        </models> 

  

<!-- declare resource setup for new module --> 

        <resources> 

<!-- resource identifier --> 

            <newmodule_setup> 

<!-- specify that this resource is a setup resource and used for upgrades --> 

                <setup> 

<!-- which module to look for install/upgrade files in --> 

                    <module>CompanyName_NewModule</module> 

                </setup> 

<!-- specify database connection for this resource --> 

                <connection> 

<!-- do not create new connection, use predefined core setup connection --> 

                    <use>core_setup</use> 

                </connection> 
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            </newmodule_setup> 

            <newmodule_write> 

                <connection> 

                  <use>core_write</use> 

                </connection> 

            </newmodule_write> 

            <newmodule_read> 

               <connection> 

                <use>core_read</use> 

              </connection> 

            </newmodule_read> 

        </resources> 

    </global> 

  

<!-- declare default configuration values for this module --> 

    <default> 

<!-- 'payment' configuration section (tab) --> 

        <payment> 

<!-- 'newmodule' configuration group (fieldset) --> 

            <newmodule> 

<!-- by default this payment method is inactive --> 

                <active>0</active> 

<!-- model to handle logic for this payment method --> 

                <model>newmodule/paymentMethod</model> 

<!-- order status for new orders paid by this payment method --> 
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                <order_status>pending</order_status> 

<!-- default title for payment checkout page and order view page --> 

                <title>Credit Card (Authorize.net)</title> 

  

                <cctypes>AE,VI,MC,DI</cctypes> 

                <payment_action>authorize</payment_action> 

                <allowspecific>0</allowspecific> 

            </newmodule> 

         </payment> 

    </default> 

</config> 

Declare configuration options for admin panel  

This file will define how you see configuration options in Magento admin panel System > Configuration  

Create app/code/local/CompanyName/NewModule/etc/system.xml:  

<?xml version="1.0"?> 

<config> 

   <sections> 

<!-- payment tab --> 

        <payment> 

            <groups> 

<!-- newmodule fieldset --> 

                <newmodule translate="label" module="paygate"> 

<!-- will have title 'New Module' --> 

                    <label>New Module</label> 

<!-- position between other payment methods --> 
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                    <sort_order>670</sort_order> 

<!-- do not show this configuration options in store scope --> 

                    <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                    <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                    <show_in_store>0</show_in_store> 

                    <fields> 

<!-- is this payment method active for the website? --> 

                        <active translate="label"> 

<!-- label for the field --> 

                            <label>Enabled</label> 

<!-- input type for configuration value --> 

                            <frontend_type>select</frontend_type> 

<!-- model to take the option values from --> 

                            <source_model>adminhtml/system_config_source_yesno</source_model> 

<!-- field position --> 

                            <sort_order>1</sort_order> 

<!-- do not show this field in store scope --> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>0</show_in_store> 

                        </active> 

                        <order_status translate="label"> 

                            <label>New order status</label> 

                            <frontend_type>select</frontend_type> 

                            <source_model>adminhtml/system_config_source_order_status_processing</source_model> 
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                            <sort_order>4</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>0</show_in_store> 

                        </order_status> 

                        <title translate="label"> 

                            <label>Title</label> 

                            <frontend_type>text</frontend_type> 

                            <sort_order>2</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>0</show_in_store> 

                        </title> 

                    </fields> 

                </newmodule> 

            </groups> 

        </payment> 

    </sections> 

</config> 

If you go now to Admin / System / Configuration / Payment MethƻŘǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ άbŜǿ aƻŘǳƭŜέ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ 9ƴŀōƭŜ 
ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪƻǳǘΦ hƴ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ǇŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ άbŜǿ aƻŘǳƭŜέ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘ 
form.  

Database updates 

 Create app/code/local/CompanyName/NewModule/sql/newmodule_setup/mysql4-install-0.1.0.php:  

<?php 

// here are the table creation for this module e.g.: 
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$this->startSetup(); 

$this->run("HERE YOUR SQL"); 

$this->endSetup(); 

For database updates change module version in your confg.xml: 

 

<modules> 
<CompanyName_NewModule> 
<version>0.2.0</version> 
</CompanyName_NewModule> 
</modules> 

And then create app/code/local/CompanyName/NewModule/sql/newmodule_setup/mysql4-upgrade-0.1.0-

0.2.0.php: 

<?php 

// here are the table updates for this module e.g.: 

$this->startSetup(); 

$this->run("HERE YOUR UPDATE SQL"); 

$this->endSetup(); 

Troubleshooting  

 Dont put your module in /Mage. It belongs in app/code/community/ or app/code/local 

 aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻŘǳƭŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŜŘΦ ƴŜǿƳƻŘǳƭŜ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
a capital letter Newmodule. 

 !ƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘǳƭŜΩǎ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ό/ƻƳǇŀƴȅbŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜύ ƛǎ 
ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅbŀƳŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ 

 If your module is not showing in configuration>advanced then check your config.xml 

 If your module shows in the list of modules (configuration>advanced) but not in the Payment Methods, 
your problem is probably in system.xml 

 Make sure you clear the cache. 
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Create Shipping Method Module 

Introduction  

This tutorial is similar to Creation of Payment Method module, and differs the most in adapter model.  

Each shipping method can be done as separate module or few methods can be combined in same module if they 
share functionality or could be used together.  

Our new module will be called NewModule.  

RepƭŀŎŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ΨbŜǿaƻŘǳƭŜΩ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻŘǳƭŜ ŀƴŘ ΨƴŜǿƳƻŘǳƭŜΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƳǇƭƛŦƛŜŘ ŎƻŘŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ 
contains only alphanumeric characters and underscore.  

wŜǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ Ψ¸ƻǳǊ/ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƴŀƳŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻƻǎŜΦ  

To make ǘƘƛǎ ǘǳǘƻǊƛŀƭ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƴŎƛǎŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŦƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ  

aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇκŎƻŘŜκƭƻŎŀƭ ƛǎ ƛƴ tItΨǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜψǇŀǘƘΦ ¢ƻ Řƻ ǎƻΣ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƻŘŜΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƘŜƭƭ ƻǊ 
inside a web-accessible PHP file:  

<?php echo get_include_path();?> 

Make sure you put this code somewhere after Magento was loaded, at the bottom of index.php for example, 
because Magento might modify the include_path on its own to fit its needs and dynamically attribute locations.  

If you are using cƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀŎƘŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ƛǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳƻŘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŦƛƎ ȄƳƭ ŦƛƭŜǎΦ  

Configuration  

Create app/code/local/YourCompany/NewModule/etc/config.xml:  

<?xml version="1.0"?> 

<config> 

  <modules> 

<!-- declare module's version information --> 

    <YourCompany_NewModule> 

<!-- this version number will be used for database upgrades --> 

      <version>0.1.0</version> 

    </YourCompany_NewModule> 
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  </modules> 

  

  <global> 

<!-- declare model group for new module --> 

    <models> 

<!-- model group alias to be used in Mage::getModel() --> 

      <newmodule> 

<!-- base class name for the model group --> 

        <class>YourCompany_NewModule_Model</class> 

      </newmodule> 

    </models> 

  

<!-- declare resource setup for new module --> 

    <resources> 

<!-- resource identifier --> 

      <newmodule_setup> 

<!-- specify that this resource is a setup resource and used for upgrades --> 

        <setup> 

<!-- which module to look for install/upgrade files in --> 

          <module>YourCompany_NewModule</module> 

        </setup> 

<!-- specify database connection for this resource --> 

        <connection> 

<!-- do not create new connection, use predefined core setup connection --> 

          <use>core_setup</use> 
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        </connection> 

      </newmodule_setup> 

    </resources> 

  </global> 

</config> 

Edit app/etc/modules/YourCompany_NewModule.xml:  

<config> 

<!-- ... --> 

  <modules> 

<!-- ... --> 

<!-- declare YourCompany_NewModule module --> 

    <YourCompany_NewModule> 

      <active>true</active> 

      <codePool>local</codePool> 

    </YourCompany_NewModule> 

<!-- ... --> 

  </modules> 

<!-- ... --> 

</config> 

bƻǘŜΥ ǳǎƛƴƎ άғΗς ... ςҔέ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǇǳǘ ƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿōƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
actually nothing to input. Also, I have seen some modules with <depends> <Mage_Shipping /> </depends> within 
the <YourCompany_NewModule> section. Should this be suggested?  

bƻǿ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘǳƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƭƻƎƛŎΦ 

 

Adapter model  
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Note: ShippingMethod name is arbitrary and is up to your decision.  

Create app/code/local/YourCompany/NewModule/Model/Carrier/ShippingMethod.php:  

<?php 

  

/**  

* Our test shipping method module adapter 

*/  

class YourCompany_NewModule_Model_Carrier_ShippingMethod extends 
Mage_Shipping_Model_Carrier_Abstract 

{ 

  /**  

   * unique internal shipping method identifier 

   *  

   * @var string [a-z0-9_] 

   */  

  protected $_code = 'newmodule'; 

  

    /**  

     * Collect rates for this shipping method based on information in $request 

     *  

     * @param Mage_Shipping_Model_Rate_Request $data 

     * @return Mage_Shipping_Model_Rate_Result 

     */  

  public function collectRates(Mage_Shipping_Model_Rate_Request $request) 

  { 



TheUnical Technologies 

    // skip if not enabled 

    if (!Mage::getStoreConfig('carriers/'.$this->_code.'/active')) { 

        return false; 

    } 

  

    /**  

     * here we are retrieving shipping rates from external service 

     * or using internal logic to calculate the rate from $request 

     * you can see an example in Mage_Usa_Model_Shipping_Carrier_Ups::setRequest() 

     */  

  

    // get necessary configuration values 

    $handling = Mage::getStoreConfig('carriers/'.$this->_code.'/handling'); 

  

    // this object will be returned as result of this method 

    // containing all the shipping rates of this method 

    $result = Mage::getModel('shipping/rate_result'); 

  

    // $response is an array that we have  

    foreach ($response as $rMethod) { 

      // create new instance of method rate 

      $method = Mage::getModel('shipping/rate_result_method'); 

  

      // record carrier information 

      $method->setCarrier($this->_code); 
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      $method->setCarrierTitle(Mage::getStoreConfig('carriers/'.$this->_code.'/title')); 

  

      // record method information 

      $method->setMethod($rMethod['code']); 

      $method->setMethodTitle($rMethod['title']); 

  

      // rate cost is optional property to record how much it costs to vendor to ship 

      $method->setCost($rMethod['amount']); 

  

      // in our example handling is fixed amount that is added to cost  

      // to receive price the customer will pay for shipping method. 

      // it could be as well percentage:  

      /// $method->setPrice($rMethod['amount']*$handling/100); 

      $method->setPrice($rMethod['amount']+$handling); 

  

      // add this rate to the result 

      $result->append($method); 

    } 

  

    return $result; 

  } 

} 

bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎƛǾŜ ŀŘƳƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƘŜŎƪƻǳǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
method.  
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Admin Configuration Implementation 

In this step, we need to tell Magento how to display our module in the Configuration section of the administrative 
panel. In order to do so, we must create app/code/local/YourCompany/NewModule/etc/system.xml and make it 
look something like this  

<?xml version="1.0"?> 

<config> 

   <sections> 

    <carriers> 

        <groups> 

            <newmodule translate="label" module="shipping"> 

                <label>Carrier Name</label> 

                <frontend_type>text</frontend_type> 

                <sort_order>13</sort_order> 

                <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                   <fields> 

                      <account translate="label"> 

                            <label>Account number</label> 

                            <frontend_type>text</frontend_type> 

                            <sort_order>7</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                        </account> 

                        <active translate="label"> 
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                            <label>Enabled</label> 

                            <frontend_type>select</frontend_type> 

                            <source_model>adminhtml/system_config_source_yesno</source_model> 

                            <sort_order>1</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                        </active> 

                        <contentdesc translate="label"> 

                            <label>Package Description</label> 

                            <frontend_type>text</frontend_type> 

                            <sort_order>12</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                        </contentdesc> 

                        <!-- 

                        If the free_shipping_enable flag enable, the system will check free_shipping_subtotal to give free 
shipping 

                        otherwise will use shopping cart price rule behaviour 

                        --> 

                        <free_shipping_enable translate="label"> 

                            <label>Free shipping with minimum order amount</label> 

                            <frontend_type>select</frontend_type> 

                            <source_model>adminhtml/system_config_source_enabledisable</source_model> 
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                            <sort_order>21</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                        </free_shipping_enable> 

                        <free_shipping_subtotal translate="label"> 

                            <label>Minimum order amount for free shipping</label> 

                            <frontend_type>text</frontend_type> 

                            <sort_order>22</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                        </free_shipping_subtotal> 

                        <dutiable translate="label"> 

                            <label>Shipment Dutiable</label> 

                            <frontend_type>select</frontend_type> 

                            <source_model>adminhtml/system_config_source_yesno</source_model> 

                            <sort_order>13</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                        </dutiable> 

                        <gateway_url translate="label"> 

                            <label>Gateway URL</label> 

                            <frontend_type>text</frontend_type> 
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                            <sort_order>2</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                        </gateway_url> 

                        <handling_type translate="label"> 

                            <label>Calculate Handling Fee</label> 

                            <frontend_type>select</frontend_type> 

                            <source_model>shipping/source_handlingType</source_model> 

                            <sort_order>10</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>0</show_in_store> 

                        </handling_type> 

                        <handling_action translate="label"> 

                            <label>Handling Applied</label> 

                            <frontend_type>select</frontend_type> 

                            <source_model>shipping/source_handlingAction</source_model> 

                            <sort_order>11</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>0</show_in_store> 

                        </handling_action> 

                        <handling_fee translate="label"> 

                            <label>Handling fee</label> 
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                            <frontend_type>text</frontend_type> 

                            <sort_order>12</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                        </handling_fee> 

                        <max_package_weight translate="label"> 

                            <label>Maximum Package Weight (Please consult your shipping carrier for maximum 
supported shipping weight)</label> 

                            <frontend_type>text</frontend_type> 

                            <sort_order>13</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                        </max_package_weight> 

                        <id translate="label"> 

                            <label>Access ID</label> 

                            <frontend_type>text</frontend_type> 

                            <backend_model>adminhtml/system_config_backend_encrypted</backend_model> 

                            <sort_order>5</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                        </id> 

                        <password translate="label"> 
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                            <label>Password</label> 

                            <frontend_type>text</frontend_type> 

                            <backend_model>adminhtml/system_config_backend_encrypted</backend_model> 

                            <sort_order>6</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                        </password> 

                        <shipping_intlkey translate="label"> 

                            <label>Shipping key (International)</label> 

                            <frontend_type>text</frontend_type> 

                            <backend_model>adminhtml/system_config_backend_encrypted</backend_model> 

                            <sort_order>8</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                        </shipping_intlkey> 

                        <shipping_key translate="label"> 

                            <label>Shipping key</label> 

                            <frontend_type>text</frontend_type> 

                            <backend_model>adminhtml/system_config_backend_encrypted</backend_model> 

                            <sort_order>8</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 
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                        </shipping_key> 

                        <sort_order translate="label"> 

                            <label>Sort order</label> 

                            <frontend_type>text</frontend_type> 

                            <sort_order>100</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                        </sort_order> 

                        <title translate="label"> 

                            <label>Title</label> 

                            <frontend_type>text</frontend_type> 

                            <sort_order>2</sort_order> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                        </title> 

                        <sallowspecific translate="label"> 

                            <label>Ship to applicable countries</label> 

                            <frontend_type>select</frontend_type> 

                            <sort_order>90</sort_order> 

                            <frontend_class>shipping-applicable-country</frontend_class> 

                            
<source_model>adminhtml/system_config_source_shipping_allspecificcountries</source_model> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 
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                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                        </sallowspecific> 

                        <specificcountry translate="label"> 

                            <label>Ship to Specific countries</label> 

                            <frontend_type>multiselect</frontend_type> 

                            <sort_order>91</sort_order> 

                            <source_model>adminhtml/system_config_source_country</source_model> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                        </specificcountry> 

                        <showmethod translate="label"> 

                            <label>Show method if not applicable</label> 

                            <frontend_type>select</frontend_type> 

                            <sort_order>92</sort_order> 

                            <source_model>adminhtml/system_config_source_yesno</source_model> 

                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                        </showmethod> 

                        <specificerrmsg translate="label"> 

                            <label>Displayed Error Message</label> 

                            <frontend_type>textarea</frontend_type> 

                            <sort_order>80</sort_order> 
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                            <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 

                            <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 

                            <show_in_store>1</show_in_store> 

                        </specificerrmsg> 

                    </fields> 

                </newmodule> 

            </groups> 

        </carriers> 

    </sections> 

</config> 

¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǿ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻŘǳƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ά{ȅǎǘŜƳέ Ҕ ά/ƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴέ Ҕ ά{ƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ aŜǘƘƻŘǎέΦ 
LǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ ǳǇ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ғŦƛŜƭŘǎҔ ǘŀƎΣ ŀƴd subsequently make your configuration do 
something constructive.  

Common Problems  

Here is a list of things that have happened to others while trying to implement thier own Shipping Module. (Please 
add to this list or provide responses to unresolved issues if you can. A collection of common problems and how to 
avoid them can only help everybody.)  

aƻŘǳƭŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜ  

Relating to the importance of casing, be sure the CompanyName you use has an initial cap letter - a lowercase 
initial letter will prevent this from activating. Magento really needs to have clear documentation for these norms.  

Module doesn't appear in frontend. 

LΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ƘŀŎƪƛƴƎΦ L ƘŀŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
ŀōƻǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ get it it give me a quote on the front end. The problem was in 
app/core/Mage/Shipping/Model/Shipping.php, line 164:  

$className = Mage::getStoreConfig('carriers/'.$carrierCode.'/model', $storeId); 

¢ƘŜ ƳƻŘǳƭŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ΨƳƻŘŜƭΩ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜtCarrierByCode() method was returning false straight 
away. The hack involved creating a new field in the system.xml file:  

<model translate="label"> 
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  <label>Model</label> 
  <frontend_type>text</frontend_type> 
  <sort_order>900</sort_order> 
  <show_in_default>1</show_in_default> 
  <show_in_website>1</show_in_website> 
</model> 

¢ƘŜƴΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴ ǇŀƴŜƭΣ L ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ΨƴŜǿƳƻŘǳƭŜκŎŀǊǊƛŜǊψƴŜǿƳƻŘǳƭŜΩΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ L ŀƭǎƻ 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ΨƴŀƳŜΩ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŀ ƴŀƳŜΦ  

After doing that, the method was appearing in my list of quotes! τ David Edwards 2008/07/28 10:26  

I found another solution: insert the following code into config.xml right below the config -tag:  

    <default> 
        <carriers> 
            <mage_newmodule> 
                    <active>1</active> 
                    <sallowspecific>0</sallowspecific> 
<model>newmodule/carrier_newmodule</model> 
                    <name>New Module</name> 
                    <title>New Module</title> 
                    <specificerrmsg> 
                        This shipping method is currently unavailable. 
                        If you would like to ship using this shipping 
                        method, please contact us. 
                    </specificerrmsg> 
                    <handling_type>F</handling_type> 
            </mage_newmodule> 
        </carriers> 
    </default> 
 

Module doesn't appear in admin. 

Check to make sure that you have the system.xml and config.xml files in the suggested directory structure. 
Capitalization appears to be importanǘΦ .Ŝ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ άƭƻŎŀƭŜέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ άƭƻŎŀƭέΦ  

Backend shows errormessage when displaying the shippingmethod 

Make sure that the content in every <source_model> - tag has no line-break.  

Correct:  
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Changing and Customizing Magento Code 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ aŀƎŜƴǘƻΩǎ ŎƻŘŜ ǘƻ Ŧƛǘ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ 
wondering what is the best way to make these changes so that you can keep your code separate from the main 
code.  

Skill level: Beginning to Advanced developer.  

Target Audience: Developers who need to customize PHP Code.  

Tested with Magento versions:  

 0.6.14100 (BETA) 

 0.7.14800 (BETA) 

 1.1.6 

Applicable for all Magento versions (1.1.x and older).  

Subversion 

The best way to keep track of all your changes is with a tool like Subversion (SVN) or CVS. You can use branches for 
the base Magento code. This will keep your customized files from being blatantly overwritten whenever you 
update Magento.  

Here is an example code layout  

my_project/ 
         trunk/ 
                   scripts/ 
                   src/  (magento's code) 
                   data/ 
         branches/ 
                   vendor/ 
                             magento/ 
                                          app/ 
                                          lib/  
                                          index.php 

¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άƳŀƎŜƴǘƻέ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ export ƻŦ aŀƎŜƴǘƻΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ {±b όлΦс ōŜǘŀύΦ bƻǿΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ {±bΩǎ 
merge to copy the changes that happen to that one directory (branches/vendor/magento) into our main directory 
όǘǊǳƴƪκǎǊŎκύΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ м ŀƴŘ н όƛŦ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 
up the repository). But, every magento release, you will only have 1 revision change, for example: after making 100 
changes to your store you are at revision 101. You update the Magento vendor branch with version 0.8 beta. Now 
you are at revision 102. And the difference between 101 and 102 contain all the Magento changes between 
0.6.14400 and 0.8.2620 (imaginary magento numbers). So, when you merge 101:102 into your main/src directory, 
Subversion will do its best to only apply the changes, and not simply overwrite all your hard work with new files 
from 0.8.2620.  
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Upgrading to a newer version  

IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ {±b ǊŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǾŜƴŘƻǊ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ŀōƻǾŜΦ  

Copy files over other files is not going to get you a clean upgrade. Subversion (and CVS) track updates, new files, 
and deletesΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ƪŜȅ ŦƛƭŜ ŘŜƭŜǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƛƎ ŦƛƭŜ 
deletes.  

The vendor branch 

Dealing with vendor branches is very messy in SVN. The way you expect it tƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ȅƻǳ 
with an external Perl script to handle the messy parts of vendor branches. The program is called 
άǎǾƴψƭƻŀŘψŘƛǊǎΦǇƭέΣ ŀƴŘΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ CŜŘƻǊŀΣ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ /usr/share/doc/subversion-1.4.3/svn_load_dirs.pl  

Our steps for upgrading the vendor branch go like this:  

 export a new copy of Magento 0.7 

 use svn_load_dirs to properly include the changes into our vendor branch. 

In a clean directory:  

svn export http://svn.magentocommerce.com/source/branches/beta-0.7-latest 
 
/usr/share/doc/subversion-1.4.3/svn_load_dirs.pl  
   http://127.0.0.1/repos/my_project/branches/vendor 
   magento  
   beta-0.7-latest/ 

You should see some output like:  

Checking that the base URL is a Subversion repository. 
Running /usr/bin/svn log -r HEAD http://127.0.0.1/repos/my_project/branches/vendor 
 
Finding the root URL of the Subversion repository. 
Running /usr/bin/svn log -r HEAD http://127.0.0.1 
Running /usr/bin/svn log -r HEAD http://127.0.0.1/repos 
Running /usr/bin/svn log -r HEAD http://127.0.0.1/repos/my_project 
Determined that the svn root URL is http://127.0.0.1/repos/my_project. 
 
Native EOL on this system is 12. 
 
Finding if any directories need to be created in repository. 
.... 
 
The following table lists files and directories that 
exist in either the Subversion repository or the 
directory to be imported but not both.  You now have 
the opportunity to match them up as renames instead 
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of deletes and adds.  This is a Good Thing as it'll 
make the repository take less space. 
 
The left column lists files and directories that 
exist in the Subversion repository and do not exist 
in the directory being imported.  The right column 
lists files and directories that exist in the 
directory being imported.  Match up a deleted item 
from the left column with an added item from the 
right column.  Note the line numbers on the left 
which you type into this script to have a rename 
performed. 
 

You will now see two columns of about 200 changes. On one side are files that are in the repository, but not in the 
new beta-0.7-latest directory, on the right files that exist in the new directory, but not in the repository. 
Subversion does not know which of these files have been added, deleted, or renamed. This is why vendor branches 
are messy. This Perl script wants you to scan through all 200 changes and match up files that actually got renamed 
or moved by typing in a number of a file in the rƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƳŀǘŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘΣ ƛΦŜΦ нмп мл ƛŦ ŦƛƭŜ нмп ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
left column was actually just moved to a new directory and it shows up as row 10 in the right column. This task is 
summarily daunting and not worth the manual effort since we are only getting access to new Magento code about 
once every 800 changes.  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ƳŜΚέΣ L ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΦ ²ŜƭƭΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŀȅ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀ ŦƛƭŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
άDƻƻƎƭŜψ/ƘŜŎƪƻǳǘΦǇƘǇέΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƎŜƴǘƻ {±b ǊŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ±ŀǊƛŜƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ file, 
άDƻƻƎƭŜ/ƘŜŎƪƻǳǘΦǇƘǇέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ {ƛƴŎŜ 
ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƳŜǊƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ aŀƎŜƴǘƻΩǎ {±b ǊŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŦƛƭŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
άǎǾƴψƭƻŀŘψŘƛǊǎΦǇƭέΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƴŀƳƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƭƻǎǘΦ ²Ŝ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŦƛƭŜ άDƻƻƎƭŜ/ƘŜŎƪƻǳǘΦǇƘǇέ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ 
άDƻƻƎƭŜψ/ƘŜŎƪƻǳǘΦǇƘǇέΦ ǎǾƴψƭƻŀŘψŘƛǊǎΦǇƭΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘΣ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŦƛƭŜ DƻƻƎƭŜψ/ƘŜŎƪƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ 
add the new one. When you go to merge the branch into your main development trunk, this add/delete action will 
ōŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŦƛƭŜ άDƻƻƎƭŜψ/ƘŜŎƪƻǳǘέΦ ά²I!¢ΚΗέΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪΣ 
ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ L ŜǾŜƴ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴŘƻǊ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎΚέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŀƭing with 
them.  

LƳŀƎƛƴŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŎƻǇƛŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿŜǊ άDƻƻƎƭŜ/ƘŜŎƪƻǳǘΦǇƘǇέ ŦƛƭŜ ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ 
instead of your changes. There would be no error, there would be no message from SVN deleting your code... your 
changes would silently be dropped simply because the file they were in would not be loaded anymore. At least 
with this process you will get alerted to your changes being removed, and you can manually pluck them out of an 
old version and re-instate your changes. Without this method, you will be left scratching your head wondering why 
so much stuff is behaving strangely after an upgrade.  

Merging the vendor 

bƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜǊƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴŘƻǊ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 
changes. There is no need to have a physical disk checkout of your branch so you can go ahead and delete it.  

cd /path/to/my_project/src/ 
svn merge --dry-run -r 71:72 http://127.0.0.1/repos/my_project/branches/vendor/magento 
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Assuming the auger goes for you, remove the ςdry-run flag. More than likely, the auger will not go all well and you 
will see some SVN collisionsΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Magento to another may be too great for subversion to handle in one diff.  

Now you have the option to study any of the collisions and upgrade at your leisure. This is far safer than simply 
overwriting a package full of files over your hard work.  

To view all the collided files:  

svn diff | grep ^C 

Custom Modules 

Most likely yoǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƳƻŘǳƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΦ {ǘŀǊǘ 
off by making a new directory like so:  

app/ 
     code/ 
            core/ 
            community/ 
            local/ 
                    XyzCorp/ 

Now, if you need to make changes to the Magento file, Mage/Catalog/Block/Breadcrumbs.php, you can add a new 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά/ŀǘŀƭƻƎέ ƳƻŘǳƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ·ȅȊ/ƻǊǇ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀ ōƭƻŎƪǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǇȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ 
new directory. Also you need to create config.xml of your module.  

app/ 
     code/ 
            core/ 
            community/ 
            local/ 
                    XyzCorp/ 
                               Catalog/ 
                                          Block/ 
                                                 Breadcrumbs.php 
                                          etc/ 
                                                 config.xml 

/ƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜ ōȅ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ά·ȅȊ/ƻǊǇέ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ άaŀƎŜέΦ  

{ǘǊƛǇ ƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŘŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ need, and make it subclass the original class name 
όέaŀƎŜψ/ŀǘŀƭƻƎψ.ƭƻŎƪψ.ǊŜŀŘŎǊǳƳōǎέύΦ  

Now, you must activate ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻŘǳƭŜ ǎƻ aŀƎŜƴǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴŜǿ ŎƻŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƭƻŎŀƭέ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅΦ  

In app/etc/modules/XyzCorp_Catalog.xml, add the following lines  

<?xml version="1.0"?> 
<config> 
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     <modules> 
        <XyzCorp_Catalog> 
            <active>true</active> 
            <codePool>local</codePool> 
        </XyzCorp_Catalog> 
     </modules> 
</config> 

It is crucial that the same prefix XyzCorp is used throughout files, class names, directories, and XML tag names.  

Now, your own catalog module is activated, but when will it actually be called by the system? Ahh, we need a 
special rewrite tag to instruct Magento to use this one file (Breadcrumbs.php) instead of its default.  

bƻǿ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǿǊƛǘŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ǳǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻŘǳƭŜΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƛƎ ŦƛƭŜΦ  

Blocks 

Edit app/code/local/XyzCorp/Catalog/etc/config.xml  

<?xml version="1.0"?> 
<config> 
    <modules> 
        <XyzCorp_Catalog> 
            <version>0.1.0</version> 
        </XyzCorp_Catalog> 
    </modules> 
    <global> 
        <blocks> 
            <catalog> 
                <rewrite> 
                        <breadcrumbs>XyzCorp_Catalog_Block_Breadcrumbs</breadcrumbs> 
                </rewrite> 
            </catalog> 
        </blocks> 
    </global> 
</config> 
²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ŀ άōƭƻŎƪǎέ ǘŀƎΣ ƻǊ ŜŘƛǘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀƴ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ōƭƻŎƪǎ ǘŀƎΣ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ XML file. Then we add a 

rewrite tag after ƻǳǊ ƳƻŘǳƭŜ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ άŎŀǘŀƭƻƎέ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜƴΣ ǿŜ ǘƘǊƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άōǊŜŀŘŎǊǳƳōǎέΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ άōǊŜŀŘŎǊǳƳōǎέ ƴŀƳŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŀƎŜƴǘƻ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƭƻŎƪ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘΦ Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƘŜǊŜΣ 

breadcrumbs is the core class file name (which will be overwritten): 

app/code/core/Mage/Catalog/Block/Breadcrumbs.php. If you have more levels below the Block directory, include 

it on that tag, using underscores to separate it from the class file name. Ex: 

<blocks> 
          <catalog> 
              <rewrite> 
                      <category_view>XyzCorp_Catalog_Block_Category_View</category_view> 
              </rewrite> 
          </catalog> 
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      </blocks> 

In this case, the class being overwritten is app/code/core/Mage/Catalog/Block/Category/View.php.  

The data inside the breadcrumbs (same for category_view) tag is the name of your classfile, and Magento knows 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ǇŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƭŜƴŀƳŜΦ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎŎƻǊŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ aŀƎŜƴǘƻ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ CƻƭŘŜǊ 
ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘe classname properly.  

For instance:  

·ȅȊ/ƻǊǇψ/ŀǘŀƭƻƎψ.ƭƻŎƪψ.ǊŜŀŘŎǊǳƳōǎ Ҧ κŀǇǇκŎƻŘŜκƭƻŎŀƭκ·ȅȊ/ƻǊǇκ/ŀǘŀƭƻƎκ.ƭƻŎƪκ.ǊŜŀŘŎǊǳƳōǎΦǇƘǇ 
·ȅȊ/ƻǊǇψ/ŀǘŀƭƻƎψ.ƭƻŎƪψ/ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅψ±ƛŜǿ Ҧ κŀǇǇκŎƻŘŜκƭƻŎŀƭκ·ȅȊ/ƻǊǇκ/ŀǘŀƭƻƎκ.ƭƻŎƪκ/ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅκ±ƛŜǿΦǇƘǇ  
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How to Create a Featured Product 

THIS NO LONGER APPLIES IN MAGENTO 1.4.x CE and EE 1.7 This logic is now implemented 

with widgets. See the knowledgebase for more information. 

This tutorial will show you how to implement a Featured Product feature. The Featured Product is a product with 
an attribute added from the administratƛǾŜ ¦LΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǘǎ ά¸Ŝǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άCŜŀǘǳǊŜŘέ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜΣ 
that product will be displayed in a content block on the category page.  

LΩƭƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘŜǇ L ǘƻƻƪ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ƛŦ L ƭŜŦǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΦ  

Note: For me the featured product only showed up if the category was not an anchor.  

Step 1) Create new "Featured" attribute  

Create a new attribute by going to Catalog > Attributes > Manage Attributes > Add New Attribute.  

Attribute Properties  

 Attribute Identifier: featured 

 Scope: Store View 

 Catalog Input Type for Store Owner: Yes/No 

 Unique Value (not shared with other products): No 

 Values Required: No 

 Input Validation for Store Owner: None 

 Apply To: All Product Types 

Front End Properties  

 Use in quick search: No 

 Use in advanced search: Yes 

 Comparable on Front-end: No 

 ¦ǎŜ Lƴ [ŀȅŜǊŜŘ bŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ό/ŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎ ƛƴǇǳǘ ǘȅǇŜ Ψ5ǊƻǇŘƻǿƴΩύΥ No 

 Visible on Catalog Pages on Front-end: Yes 

Manage Label/Options  

 Default: Featured Product 

 English: Featured Product 

{ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ /ŀǘŀƭƻƎ Ҧ !ǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ Ҧ aŀƴŀƎŜ !ǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ {Ŝǘǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
default feature set.  

Step 2) Add Block configuration to catalog.xml 
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Open MyCompany/app/design/frontend/default/default/layout/catalog.xml. We want to add a new <block> right 
above the product list block in the default category layout.  

Insert the block configuration on line 73 (default catalog.xml).  

<block type="catalog/product_featured" name="product_featured" as="product_featured" 

template="catalog/product/featured.phtml"></block> 

Step 3) Create new block class that will instantiate the featured product 

Create a new file, and directories: app/code/local/MyCompany/Catalog/Block/Product/Featured.php  

<?php 

class MyCompany_Catalog_Block_Product_Featured extends Mage_Catalog_Block_Product_Abstract 

{ 

    public function getFeaturedProduct() 

    { 

        // instantiate database connection object 

        $storeId = Mage::app()->getStore()->getId();     

        $categoryId = $this->getRequest()->getParam('id', false); 

        $resource = Mage::getSingleton('core/resource'); 

        $read = $resource->getConnection('catalog_read'); 

        $categoryProductTable = $resource->getTableName('catalog/category_product'); 

        //$productEntityIntTable = $resource->getTableName('catalog/product_entity_int'); // doesn't work :( 

        $productEntityIntTable = (string)Mage::getConfig()->getTablePrefix() . 'catalog_product_entity_int'; 

        $eavAttributeTable = $resource->getTableName('eav/attribute'); 

     

        // Query database for featured product 

        $select = $read->select() 

                       ->from(array('cp'=>$categoryProductTable)) 

                       ->join(array('pei'=>$productEntityIntTable), 'pei.entity_id=cp.product_id', array()) 
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                       ->joinNatural(array('ea'=>$eavAttributeTable)) 

                       ->where('cp.category_id=?', $categoryId) 

                       ->where('pei.value=1') 

                       ->where('ea.attribute_code="featured"'); 

         

        $row = $read->fetchRow($select); 

        return Mage::getModel('catalog/product')->setStoreId($storeId)->load($row['product_id']); 

    } 

} 

?> 

²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ  

Step 4) Extend Mage_Catalog_Block_Category_View 

Create a new file, and directories, called appκŎƻŘŜκƭƻŎŀƭκaȅ/ƻƳǇŀƴȅκ/ŀǘŀƭƻƎκ.ƭƻŎƪκ/ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅκ±ƛŜǿΦǇƘǇΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ 
ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǎƻ ƻǳǊ ƳƻŘǳƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ŎƻŘŜ ōŀǎŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǳǇƎǊŀŘƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
have to worry about our code not working or having to patch files.  

<?php 

    class MyCompany_Catalog_Block_Category_View extends Mage_Catalog_Block_Category_View 

    { 

        public function getFeaturedProductHtml() 

        { 

            return $this->getBlockHtml('product_featured'); 

        } 

    } 

?> 
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Step 5) Modify the templates 

Edit app/design/frontend/default/default/template/catalog/category/view.phtml and add the following code:  

<?=$this->getFeaturedProductHtml()?> 

right above this line:  

    <?=$this->getProductListHtml()?> 

Create app/design/frontend/default/default/template/catalog/product/featured.phtml and add some product info 
HTML to show the featured product. Here is an example that simply displays a link to the product:  

<?php $_product=$this->getFeaturedProduct() ?> 

Check this out: <a href="<?php echo $_product->getProductUrl() ?>"><?php echo $this-
>htmlEscape($_product->getName()) ?></a> 

 

Step 6) Add new blocks to the app/etc/local.xml 

Add the following inside the config global tag:  

    <blocks> 

        <catalog> 

            <rewrite> 

                <product_featured>MyCompany_Catalog_Block_Product_Featured</product_featured> 

           </rewrite> 

            <rewrite> 

                <category_view>MyCompany_Catalog_Block_Category_View</category_view> 

            </rewrite> 

         </catalog> 

    </blocks> 
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Magento Easy Lightbox 

http://www.magentocommerce.com/extension/1487/magento-easy-lightbox 

 

Overview 

 

Magento Easy Lightbox Community Module 

This small extension will help to install Lightbox widget. Installation and configuration 

will take approximately 5 minutes. No files are replaced and no coding experience 

needed to install! 

 

Magento EasyLightbox Extension Support 

 

Magento EasyLightbox Extension Demo 

 

1. Install extension using magento connect. 

2. Log out from admin and login again. 

3. Navigate to System > Configuration > Templates-Master > EasyLightbox and enable extension for any store you 

need. 

4. Enjoy! 

http://www.magentocommerce.com/extension/1487/magento-easy-lightbox
http://blog.templates-master.com/magento-easylightbox/
http://extension01.templates-master.com/gb/nine-west-women-s-lucero-pump.html
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CSS Resources 

Changing your CSS files on the fly  

Mozilla does a great CSS Developer plug-in that allows you to change the CSS files on the Fly  

Plugin  

https:// addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/60 great CSS Developer plug  

Mozilla  

http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/ Mozilla Download if you dont have it  

A great CSS book here called THE CSS ANTHOLOGY 101 Essential Tips Tricks and Hacks  

http://www.euphorish.com/2007/07/02/html-css-article-overview-lay-out/   

How to use Web Developer CSS  

open your Mozilla Browser (forget winddoze browsers) locate  

TOOLS » Web Developer » css » edit css  

Now at the bottom of the browser you should see a CSS panel  

This will list all the CSS files called into that particular page of you store  

select which files contents you need to change IE boxes.css menu.css etc  

cut all the css out of boxes.css and watch what happens the page in the browser will render with no Style  

refresh the browser and it all comes back  

The following is a list of CSS resources for those wanting to polish their skills:  

http://www.westciv.com/style_master/academy/css_tutorial/ (the number one guide to CSS)  

http://www.w3.org/Style/CSS (and the boring docs, but nevertheless... some good detailed info here)  

http://www.nypl.org/styleguide/ (XHTML and CSS guide)  

http://www.htmlhelp.com/reference/css/ (another CSS guide)  

http://www.sitepoint.com/article/css-5-building-skeleton/2 (HTML Utopia: designing without tables [free 
chapter])  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cascading_Style_Sheets όLǘΩǎ ²ƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀ ƳŀƴΗύ  

https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/60
http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/
http://www.euphorish.com/2007/07/02/html-css-article-overview-lay-out/
http://www.westciv.com/style_master/academy/css_tutorial/
http://www.w3.org/Style/CSS
http://www.nypl.org/styleguide/
http://www.htmlhelp.com/reference/css/
http://www.sitepoint.com/article/css-5-building-skeleton/2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cascading_Style_Sheets
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http://www.dezwozhere.com/links.html (tons more resources)  

http://www .mezzoblue.com/zengarden/resources/ (even more resources [may be some duplicates])  

http://www.positioniseverything.net/  

http://www.dezwozhere.com/links.html
http://www.mezzoblue.com/zengarden/resources/
http://www.positioniseverything.net/
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Creating CSS buttons vs Image buttons 

There have been requests from many community members about the flexibility of the image buttons used in the 
Magento frontend default theme. This article serves to inform and inspire you to take advantage of what a little 
tweak in the HTML and CSS can do in swapping image buttons to CSS-powered ones. To those dedicated CSS ladies 
and gents - ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ.  

[ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ōȅ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ 

The following gifs are also available in PSD format for your toying pleasure - save it as png, gif, jpg, whatever suits 
ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƴŎȅΦ CƻǊ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ GIF format.  

Download the following images, or save the above PSD in your preferred file format, and save it in your magento 
directory skin/frontend/default/default/images   

 

Now for the Magic. 

The HTML 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ άtǊƻŎŜŜŘ ǘƻ /ƘŜŎƪƻǳǘέ ƛƳŀƎŜ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŎŀǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ όǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŎŀǊǘ ǇƘǘƳƭ Ŏŀƴ 
be found in app/design/frontend/default/default/template/checkout/onepage/link.phtml in the Magento file 
structure)  

HTML for Image button - comes with the default Magento package  

<a href="<?=$this->getCheckoutUrl()?>"><img src="<?=$this-
>getSkinUrl('images/btn_proceed_to_checkout.gif')?>" alt="<?=__('Proceed to Checkout')?>"/> 
</a> 

HTML for CSS button - change the style of the button with just a swap of the background  

  

<a class="img-btn btn-checkout" href="<?php echo $this->getCheckoutUrl()?>"> 

<span><?php echo Mage::helper('checkout')->__('Proceed to Checkout');?> 

 

</span> 

</a> 

http://www.magentocommerce.com/wiki/_media/how-to/image-btn-tpl.zip?id=how-to%3Acreating-css-buttons-vs-image-buttons&cache=cache
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{ǿŀǇ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨI¢a[ ŦƻǊ LƳŀƎŜ ōǳǘǘƻƴΩ ŎƻŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨI¢a[ ŦƻǊ CSS ōǳǘǘƻƴΩ ŎƻŘŜΦ bƻǘŜΥ ¢ƘŜ ΨƛƳƎ-ōǘƴΩ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
HTML just serves to unite all the CSS buttons in case you want to synchronize the font colors and sizes..etc.  

The CSS 

.btn-checkout { 

    display:block; 

    float:right; 

    background:transparent url(../images/btn_proceed_to_checkout_rad.gif) no-repeat 100% 0; 

    font-size:15px; 

    font-weight:bold; 

    padding-right:8px; 

    } 

.btn-checkout, .btn-checkout:hover {  

    color:#fef5e5; 

    text-decoration:none; 

    } 

.btn-checkout span { 

    display:block; 

    padding:0 17px 0 25px; 

    background:transparent url(../images/btn_proceed_to_checkout_bg.gif) no-repeat; 

    line-height:40px; 

    } 

And there you have it! - An all CSS-powered button.  

 

{ƻǊǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǾΦмΦт ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ L ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ link.phtml code to this:  
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<a class="img-btn btn-checkout" href="<?php echo $this->getCheckoutUrl()?>"> 

<span><?php echo $this->__('Proceed to Checkout')?> 

</span> 

</a> 

And then it worked well... :)  

Apply on the Place Order button 

copy the file app/design/frontend/default/default/template/checkout/onepage/review.phtml in your design path, 
and replace :  

<input type="image" src="<?php echo $this->getSkinUrl('images/btn_place_order.gif') ?>" 
onclick="review.save();" value="<?php echo $this->__('Place Order') ?>" /> 

to :  

<a class="img-btn btn-checkout" href="#" onclick="review.save();"><span><?php echo $this->__('Place Order') 
;?></span></a> 

¢ƘŜ άtƭŀŎŜ hǊŘŜǊέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ is now css powered and can be translated easily!  
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Add Home Link with functional active state to Menu Bar 
(Alternative Method) 

UPDATED: Included the following alternative method to add a home link with functional active state to the menu 
bar.  

Add Home Link with functional active state to Menu Bar (Alternative Method) 

Find the file called top.phtml in app/design/frontend/default/yourtheme/template/catalog/navigation/ and make 
the following change:  

<div class="header-nav-container"> 

    <div class="header-nav"> 

        <h4 class="no-display"><?php echo $this->__('Category Navigation:') ?></h4> 

        <ul id="nav"> 

  

        <!-- ALTERNATIVE HOME BUTTON HACK --> 

        <li class="home"><a href="<?php echo $this->getUrl('')?>"><?php echo $this->__('Home') ?></a></li> 

        <!-- ALTERNATIVE HOME BUTTON HACK --> 

  

        <?php foreach ($this->getStoreCategories() as $_category):?> 

            <?php echo $this->drawItem($_category) ?> 

        <?php endforeach ?> 

        </ul> 

    </div> 

    <?php echo $this->getChildHtml('topLeftLinks') ?> 

</div> 

Add the following to the menu.css file in skin/frontend/default/yourtheme/css/. This example is for a CMS home 
page which uses cms-home class in its body tag.  

body.cms-home #nav li.home a { color:#d96708; } 
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NOTE: The following comments refer to the following methods.  

 

:::: TRIED THIS AND IT ADDS THE LINK, BUT THE ACTIVE STATE DOES NOT FUNCTION CORRECTLY ::::  

Special Note to the person(s) responsible for this page. Myself and many others have attempted to use this code 
snippet to get the result explained with an active state, but have been unable to get the active state to work. The 
ƭƛƴƪ ŘƻŜǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƳǎ ǇŀƎŜ ƻǊ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǇŀƎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ άŀŎǘƛǾŜέ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ 
all. Page refreshes and all links adjust back to original state.  

FOR HOME LINK ONLY ACTIVE STATE L ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭƛǎǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 
correctly on the home link.  

<div class="header-nav-container"> 

    <div class="header-nav"> 

        <h4 class="no-display"><?php echo $this->__('Category Navigation:') ?></h4> 

        <ul id="nav"> 

  

        <!-- WORKING ACTIVE STATE HOME BUTTON HACK --> 

        <li class="home<?php if (Mage::helper('core/url')->getCurrentUrl() === Mage::helper('core/url')-
>getHomeUrl()):?> active<?php endif;?>"><a href="<?php echo $this->getUrl('')?>"><?php echo $this-
>__('Home') ?></a></li> 

        <!-- WORKING ACTIVE STATE HOME BUTTON HACK --> 

  

        <?php foreach ($this->getStoreCategories() as $_category):?> 

            <?php echo $this->drawItem($_category) ?> 

        <?php endforeach ?> 

        </ul> 

    </div> 

    <?php echo $this->getChildHtml('topLeftLinks') ?> 

</div> 

Add Home Link to Menu Bar 
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For the Home link in the menu bar of the main template you can add some code to one of the template files.  

Find the file called top.phtml in app/design/frontend/default/default/template/catalog/navigation/ and make the 
following change:  

<div class="header-nav-container"> 

    <div class="header-nav"> 

        <h4 class="no-display"><?php echo $this->__('Category Navigation:') ?></h4> 

        <ul id="nav"> 

  

        <!-- HOME BUTTON HACK --> 

        <?php $_anyActive = false; foreach ($this->getStoreCategories() as $_category) { $_anyActive = 
$_anyActive || $this->isCategoryActive($_category); } ?> 

        <li class="<?php echo !$_anyActive ? 'active' : '' ?>"><a href="<?php echo $this->getUrl('')?>"><?php echo 
$this->__('Home') ?></a></li> 

        <!-- HOME BUTTON HACK --> 

  

        <?php foreach ($this->getStoreCategories(10) as $_category):?> 

            <?php echo $this->drawItem($_category) ?> 

        <?php endforeach ?> 

        </ul> 

    </div> 

    <?php echo $this->getChildHtml('topLeftLinks') ?> 

</div> 

x:x:x: Tried several on this page. The one directly above worked best. I modified it a little bit to contain a link title. 
Just paste  

<li class="home<?php if (Mage::helper('core/url')->getCurrentUrl() === Mage::helper('core/url')->getHomeUrl()):?> 
active<?php endif;?>"><a href="<?php echo $this->getUrl('')?>" title="Home">Home</a></li> 

just before  
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<?php echo $_menu; ?> 

ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻǊ ŀ ǘƻǇΦǇƘǘƳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ ΥȄΥȄΥȄΥ  

Add Home Link to Top Links 

The correct way to do this is to open the theme/layout/customer.xml file and then modify the section that shows 
customer links on all pages, to include a link home and also a link to other customer service pages that you have 
ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΣ ŜΦƎΦ ΨǊŜǘǳǊƴǎΩ όƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜƴǉǳƛǊƛŜǎΦΦΦύΦ  

By way of example, this modified XML file includes a ΨIƻƳŜΩ ƭƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ Ψ5ŜƭƛǾŜǊƛŜǎΩΣ ΨwŜǘǳǊƴǎΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¦ǎΩΥ  

<!-- 
Default layout, loads most of the pages 
--> 
 
    <default> 
 
        <!-- Mage_Customer --> 
        <reference name="top.links"> 
            <action method="addLink" translate="label title" 
module="customer"><label>Home</label><url></url><title>Home</title><prepare>true</prepare><urlParams/><
position>5</position></action> 
            <action method="addLink" translate="label title" module="customer"><label>My Account</label><url 
helper="customer/getAccountUrl"/><title>My 
Account</title><prepare/><urlParams/><position>94</position></action> 
            <action method="addLink" translate="label title" 
module="customer"><label>Deliveries</label><url>deliveries</url><title>Deliveries</title><prepare>true</prepar
e><urlParams/><position>95</position></action> 
            <action method="addLink" translate="label title" 
module="customer"><label>Returns</label><url>returns</url><title>Returns</title><prepare>true</prepare><url
Params/><position>96</position></action> 
            <action method="addLink" translate="label title" module="customer"><label>Contact 
Us</label><url>contacts</url><title>Contact 
Us</title><prepare>true</prepare><urlParams/><position>97</position></action> 
        </reference> 
    </default> 

Add Home Link to Top Links - Alternative Method 

This will allow you to add a Home link in the Top Links (My Account | My Wishlist | Etc.) before the My Account.  

Find the file called links.phtml in app/design/frontend/default/default/template/page/template/ and make the 
following change:  

<?php $_links = $this->getLinks(); ?> 

<?php if(count($_links)>0): ?> 

    <div> 
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        <ul<?php if($this->getName()): ?>):?> id="<?php echo $this->getName() ?>"<?php endif;?>> 

         

        <!-- HOME BUTTON HACK --> 

        <li class="first"><a href="<?php echo $this->getUrl('')?>"><?php echo $this->__('Home') ?></a></li> 

        <!-- HOME BUTTON HACK --> 

         

            <?php foreach($_links as $_link): ?> 

                <li <?php if($_link->getIsLast()): ?> class="last"<?php endif; ?><?php echo $_link->getLiParams() 
?>><?php echo $_link->getBeforeText() ?><a href="<?php echo $_link->getUrl() ?>" title="<?php echo $_link-
>getTitle() ?>" <?php echo $_link->getAParams() ?>><?php echo $_link->getLabel() ?></a><?php echo $_link-
>getAfterText() ?></li> 

            <?php endforeach; ?> 

        </ul> 

   </div> 

<?php endif; ?> 

bh¢9Υ ¢ƘŜ ƛŦ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜŀŎƘ ƭƻƻǇ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ άIƻƳŜέ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ !ƭǎƻ 
ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ғƭƛҔ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άIƻƳŜέ ƭƛƴƪ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ άŦƛǊǎǘέΦ  

This allows for space between Home | My Account  
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aŀƎŜƴǘƻΩǎ LƳǇƻǊǘκ9ȄǇƻǊǘ tǊƻŦƛƭŜ 
http://www.magentocommerce.com/blog/comments/from-the-support-team-using-magentos-import-export-

profile/ 

CƛǊǎǘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ look at how to create an import file, which will include all the data we want to bring into 
Magento.  To get the correct fields and values, we recommend exporting a product, i.e. a simple product or 
configurable product, through the Admin.  This is done through Ψ{ȅǎǘŜƳ -> Import/Export -Ҕ tǊƻŦƛƭŜǎΩ.   

In the out-of-the-ōƻȄ aŀƎŜƴǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ά9ȄǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǳǎŜ 
depending on which data you would like to export.  This depends on the data which you wish to export, and there 
are options for customers, products, stock, etc.  Running the profile will open a new window or tab which will 
show the progress of the export profile, as you can see in the example below:  

 

The export file is saved in the /var/export  folder in your running Magento instance.  The screenshot below shows a 
ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ŦƛƭŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά9ȄǇƻǊǘ !ƭƭ tǊƻŘǳŎǘǎέ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜΣ ŦƛƭǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƴly the simple products:  

 
Click image for full-size  

Now that you have a template to work with, edit the file and add the relevant information which you would like to 
import.  

We now come to the most important part of the process which is often missed when saving the import file and 
causes many of the issues which are referred to us.  
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It is very important to note that the import file must be in UTF-8 encoding to ensure that the file can be read and 
processed by Magento. Microsoft Excel, OpenOffice Calc, Apple Numbers and GNU Iconv, amongst many other 
applications have the capabilities of encoding a file in this format.  

In addition to that, the PHP memory limit must be set with a value that meets the Magento System Requirements.  

Once you have completed updating the file and checked that the memory limit has met the system requirements, 
you may now run the import profile in the Admin back office under Ψ{ȅǎǘŜƳ -> Import/Export -Ҕ tǊƻŦƛƭŜǎΩ.  

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǳǘƻǊƛŀƭΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ άLƳǇƻǊǘ !ƭƭ tǊƻŘǳŎǘǎέΦ  CƛǊǎǘΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǳǇƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ά{ŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ 9ŘƛǘƛƴƎέ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧile will be uploaded into folder /var/import  in the server.  After saving, select the 
uploaded file from the dropdown list and run the profile as we see below:  

 
Click image for full-size  

The screenshot below shows that we have successfully imported our data into Magento:  
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The New Magento Connect Design (part 1) 
http://www.magentocommerce.com/blog/comments/the-new-magento-connect-design-part-1/ 

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎΦ  Previously, the amount of categories 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ǿŀǎǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘǘƘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƳƻǊŜ 
confusing, there was no cap on the amount of categories an extension could be listed within.  This resulted in a 
very poor experience, and now that we seeing so many new extensions on our marketplace, it is a perfect time 
introduce two updates in this area.  So without further delay.....  

Two-Category Limit for Extensions  
CƛǊǎǘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŀǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴΦ  From now on, extensions can 
only be associated to two τtwo.  This will make it much easier for merchants find extensions  

New Categories  
{ŜŎƻƴŘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎǳƛǘŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ όƭƛǎǘŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿύΦ  When the new design goes live, developers will 
be able to login to their account and re-categorize their extensions.  ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŎƻƴǘƛƴƎŜƴŎȅ 
plans for developers who may not immediately be able to make this update.  

Here are the new categories:  

* Administration  
* Advertising & Marketing  
* Analytics  
* Automation  
* Billing & Invoicing  
*  Catalog  
* Checkout  
* Content Management  
* Customer Service  
* Data  
* Design & Themes  
* Gifting  
* Integration  
* Internationalization & Localization  
* Merchandizing  
* Migration tools  
* Mobile  
* Optimization  
* Other  
* Payments & Gateways  
* Performance  
* Personalization  
* Pricing & Promotion  
* Search  
* SEO  
* Shipping  
* Shopping Cart  
* Widgets  

http://www.magentocommerce.com/blog/comments/announcing-the-winners-of-our-magento-connect-2000-contest/
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Installing Magento Enterprise stand-alone on OS X 

By Mark Hopwood's 

The following is based on Enterprise but its very similar to a community edition 

the steps involved in installing it locally, on my MacBook. 

Install php and MySQL 

h{ · ŎƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ !ǇŀŎƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ǇƘǇ ŀƴŘ aȅ{v[ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ aŀƎŜƴǘƻΦ L Ǝƻǘ 
mine from here and they work perfectly: just download the dmg files and run them. 

Install phpMyAdmin 

Once you have php, MySQL and Apache all set up, you can install phpMyAdmin by downloading it from here. 
Installing phpMyAdmin and getting that working proves: 
- Apache is working and pointing to the right place 
- php is working 
- MySQL is working and accessible from Apache / php 

Create a host file entry for your local Magento install 

Magento hates working on localhost, and the easiest way to work around that is to edit your host file and add a 
fictitious domain, which will actually be served by your laptop. 

Dƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘȅǇŜ ƛƴ ΩǎǳŘƻ ƴŀƴƻ κŜǘŎκƘƻǎǘǎΩ ǘƘŜƴ ǘȅǇŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘ όŀǎǎǳƳƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƴ 
administrator on your laptop) and add a line like the following: 

127.0.0.1 magento.enterprise.com 

Save the file (Ctrl-O) and quit nano (Ctrl-K) and then check you can ping magento.enterpriseΦŎƻƳΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
ready to install Magento Enterprise. The first step is to install the sample data. 

Install sample data 

With Magento Enterprise 1.7 you can use the standard sample data that came with Magento Enterprise 1.2, 
available here. Download the zip file and unzip it, then go to phpMyAdmin, create a database (mine is called 
ƳŀƎŜƴǘƻŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜύ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ {v[ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ Řŀǘŀ ŦƛƭŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƛnstall the 
Magento application itself. 

Install the application 

L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ŀ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ aŀƎŜƴǘƻ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǳƴȊƛǇ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǇȅ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ 
subdirectory of your sites folder. Mine is at ~/Sites/mage_ee which (if yoǳΩǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƳŀƎŜƴǘƻΦŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜΦŎƻƳ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
Ƙƻǎǘ ŦƛƭŜύ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŀƴ aŀƎŜƴǘƻ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƘǘǘǇΥκκƳŀƎŜƴǘƻΦŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜΦŎƻƳκǳǎŜǊƴŀƳŜκƳŀƎŜψŜŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŎƻǇƛŜŘ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
the zip file. 

http://www.entropy.ch/software/macosx/
http://www.phpmyadmin.net/home_page/downloads.php
http://www.magentocommerce.com/download/noregister
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¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǳƴȊƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΥ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ Ǌƻƻǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ 
όϤκ{ƛǘŜǎκƳŀƎŜψŜŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŎŀǎŜύ ŀƴŘ ǘȅǇŜ ƛƴ ΩǎǳŘƻ ŎƘƳƻŘ -R -Ǿ ттт ϝΩ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ƛǎ ǇƻƻǊ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ōǳǘ ŦƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŜƳƻ ǎƛǘŜ ƻƴ ŀ ƭŀǇǘƻǇΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƛŎǘƛǘƛƻǳǎ 
domain name. 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǘȅǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦w[ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ōǊƻǿǎŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ǎŎǊƛǇǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ όƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀƭƭ 
the steps above) should work perfectly first time. 

Critical things to remember: 

- The URL is the one you created in your hosts file 

- The database name, login and password were all set up in phpMyAdmin 

hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻǇȅ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ Řŀǘŀ ȊƛǇ ŦƛƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ 
folder in your Magento directory, and your sample store will then have all the pretty pictures as well. 

I can add more detail in most places in this article, but for most people I hope the sequence of steps is the main 
ǘƘƛƴƎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ƻǊŘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǎƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅΦ 
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Pre-Production System Configuration Checklist 
http://www.magentocommerce.com/blog/comments/from-the-support-team-pre-production-system-

configuration-checklist/ 

ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǇ ƭƛǾŜΗ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ !ŘƳƛƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳ /ƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƘŜŎƪƭƛǎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ƻƴŎŜ your site 
is staged, in preparation for going live.  ²ŜΩƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ŜƴŘΣ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
pieces are relevant and important.  

1: System -> Configure -> General 

General -> Website Restrictions  

 
Ensure that the website is not restricted to customers.  

Web -> Unsecure URL  

 

Web -> Secure URL  

 
A 100% Signed and Trusted Certificate should be installed in the server when using secure base URL.  

Web -> Default Pages  

 
¢ƘŜ άIƻƳŜ tŀƎŜέ /a{ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ŘƳƛƴ ǇŀƴŜƭΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ CMS -> Pages -
> Manage Content -> Home page  
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Design -> Package  

 
If you are running Magento Enterprise Edition you have so many more features, each with its own template and 
layout files in the default Enterprise theme.  ¢ƘǳǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ άŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜέ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ƻǊ ǘƻ ǎȅƴŎƘǊƻƴƛȊŜ 
your package with the enterprise package to ensure that all features have their corresponding templates and 
layout.  

Design -> Themes  
You can use your own templates, skin and layouts by specifying their name.  The default field should contain a 
default theme which Magento will use in case the personalized theme you are using is missing template files.  

 

Design -> HTML Head  
Update the information according to your business information.  

Design -> Header  
Update the Header details to reflect your business logo, description, etc.  

The default Enterprise logo is located at /skin/frontend/enterprise/default/images/logo.gif.  To change this logo, 
you can either upload a new image named logo.gif or update the Logo Image Src value.  

Design -> Footer  
Update the Footer details to contain your business information.  

Store eMail Addresses  
These email addresses will be used in sending and receiving email notifications (i.e. new order, invoice, shipment, 
credit memo, product price alerts, newsletters, etc.).  So, make sure to update these fields with valid business 
email addresses.  

2: System > Configuration > Sales 

Invoice and Packing Slip Design  
Ensure that this is configured with your own business information.  

Tax  
Ensure that the Tax configuration settings are properly configured according to your business tax rules.  Importing 
tax rates into Magento can easily be done under Sales -> Tax -> Import / Export Tax Rates.  

http://www.magentocommerce.com/product/enterprise-edition
http://www.magentocommerce.com/blog/comments/from-the-support-team-tax-rules-configuration-and-settings/
http://www.magentocommerce.com/blog/comments/from-the-support-team-tax-rules-configuration-and-settings/
http://www.magentocommerce.com/blog/comments/from-the-support-team-tax-rules-configuration-and-settings/
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Shipping Settings  

 
Ensure that the origin section contains the shipping origin of your business.  

Shipping Methods  
Enable the carrier and appropriate shipping methods that your company uses.  

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŦǊŜŜ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǊǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ 
offering free shipping.  Also, you can limit free shipping to certain countries.  

Google API  
Magento is integrated with Google API to allow your business to use the robust features of google such as Google 
Analytics, Google Base, Google Checkout, Google Website Optimizer.  If you wish to use these features, you need 
to have Google Analytics, Base, & Merchant accounts.  

PayPal  
Same as Google API, Magento is integrated with PayPal to allow your business to use PayPal payment methods.  If 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘΣ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ {ŀƴŘōƻȄ aƻŘŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
the test mode for testing this payment method.  

Payment Methods  
Enable the payment method(s) that your company uses and ensure that these payment methods are properly 
configured (i.e. order status, accepted currency, allowed countries, etc.)  

3: System -> Advanced 

System > Cron (Scheduled Tasks) ς all the times are in minutes  

 

http://www.magentocommerce.com/blog/comments/from-the-support-team-boosting-sales-by-offering-free-shipping/
http://www.magentocommerce.com/blog/comments/from-the-support-team-boosting-sales-by-offering-free-shipping/
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Ensure that Cron jobs are set to run at the desired time.  These cron jobs are critical in ensuring that catalog price 
rules stick with the product prices, newsletters/customer alerts are sent, Google sitemaps are generated, 
automatic updating of currency rates, and scheduled database logs are cleaned.  

For more information about setting up cron jobs, you may refer to this page on the wiki.  

System -> Log Cleaning  

 
Log cleaning must be enabled to ensure that your database log tables are cleaned.  The Save Log days should be 
set to keep logs according your needs and server capacity.  

4: System -> Transactional Emails 

The default email templates can be updated to reflect your branding more accurately by adding a new template 
and loading a default email template.  

Under the System -> Configuration section, the following sections below use transactional email templates and 
email senders:  

General Section  
Contacts -> Email Options  

Catalog Section  
Catalog -> Product Alerts  
Email to a Friend  

Customers Section  
Newsletter -> Subscription Options  
Customer Configuration -> Create New Account Options  
Customer Configuration -> Password Options  
Customer Configuration -> Store Credit Options  
Wishlist -> Share Options  
Invitations -> Customer Invitation Email Template  
Reward Points -> Email Notification Settings  

Sales Section  
Sales Emails -> Order  

http://www.magentocommerce.com/wiki/how_to/how_to_setup_a_cron_job
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Sales Emails -> Order Comments  
Sales Emails -> Invoice  
Sales Emails -> Invoice Comments  
Sales Emails -> Shipment  
Sales Emails -> Shipment Comments  
Sales Emails -> Credit Memo  
Sales Emails -> Credit Memo Comments  
Checkout -> Payment Failed Emails  
Gift Cards -> Gift Card Email Setting  
Gift Cards -> Email sent from Gift Card Account management  

Advanced Section  
Admin -> Admin User Emails  
System -> Log Cleaning  

ΧŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀǎǘΣ ƻƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ gone through this checklist, make sure to test everything before 
going live.  
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Top-10 Most Popular Magento Extensions This Week (Jan 31 - Feb. 5) 

http://www.magentocommerce.com/blog/comments/top-10-most-popular-extensions-this-week-jan-31-feb-5-x/ 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōȅ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǘƻǇ-10 most 
popular extensions.  Thousands of Magento users come to the Connect marketplace every day, and these ten 
extensions were the ones that came out on top for this week.  Congrats to the developers below!   

1.  WYSIWYG Editor (by Fontis)  
This extension gives you the option to add a JavaScript WYSIWYG editor to specified admin page text areas  

2.  Blog Extension ( by aheadWorks)  
Fully featured blog extension for Magento  

3.  CƭŀǎƘ DŀƭƭŜǊȅ ΨCƭƛǇΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ Ψ/MS Content-Editor (by muc1)  
A flash gallery extension with CMS-editing capabilities  

4.  Enhanced Admin Products Grid (by nel)  
Adds customizable features to the products grid.  

5.  Free CMS/Block Frontend Features (by Asia Connect Group)  
Dynamic block solution, which allows you to put HTML content to any position within a Magento storefront.  

6.  Magento Absolute Theme (by TemplatesMaster)  
A free professional Magento theme  

7.  FreePOP Theme (by Mage-World)  
A simple and clear theme, especially good for merchants selling CDs, DVDs, Music, Movies, etc..  

8.  Magento Easy Lightbox (by TemplatesMaster)  
Quickly Installs a lightbox widget in under 5 minutes.  

9.  Fooman Speedster (by Fooman)  
Speeds up your store by reworking how Magento handles the loading of JavaScript and CSS  

10. Exploded Menu (by Raptor Commerce)  
Replaces the standard single column drop down with a multi-column dropdown featuring 2nd and 3rd level menu 
items  

 

  

http://www.magentocommerce.com/extension/586/fontis-wysiwyg-editor
http://www.magentocommerce.com/extension/1516/blog
http://www.magentocommerce.com/extension/1396/flash-gallery-flip-
http://www.magentocommerce.com/extension/748/enhanced-product-grid
http://www.magentocommerce.com/extension/1710/free-cms-block-frontend-features
http://www.magentocommerce.com/extension/2031/magento-absolute-theme
http://www.magentocommerce.com/extension/1937/freepop--magento-theme
http://www.magentocommerce.com/extension/1487/magento-easy-lightbox
http://www.magentocommerce.com/extension/457/fooman-speedster
http://www.magentocommerce.com/extension/1345/exploded-menu
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Multi -site Domain Name Setup  

By Tomas G 

http://www.magentocommerce.com/blog/comments/from-the-support-team-multi-site-domain-name-setup/ 

hƴŜ ƻŦ aŀƎŜƴǘƻΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛǘǎ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŎŀƭƛƴƎ to support multi-store and multi-language 
retailing all from the same backend.  Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǳǘƻǊƛŀƭΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ aŀƎŜƴǘƻΩǎ 
scalability by creating multiple websites with unique domain names sharing the same product catalog. (***NOTE: 
Each store can also be configured to offer a unique product catalog as well.)  

CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ domain1.com, domain2.com and domain3.com.  

Generally, Magento is installed into the folder /var/www/http , as per the Magento Installation Guide, and you can 
find more information related to the initial setup and configuration of any Magento installation there.  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
going to through an full blown installation right now though, and for our purposes, we are going to presume that 
the Magento instance has already been installed in the server.  

²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǎǘŜǇǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴeed to deal withςnamely, 
Categories, Store Configuration in Magento Admin, Store Configuration in the Server.  

1: Categories 

First, will need to create our Categories.  Since all three websites will be sharing the same catalog, we will be using 
the default root Category in Catalog -> Categories -> Manage Categories and will be creating our categories under 
that root category (i.e. Clothing, Electronics, etc.).  

 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ό/ƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎǎύ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜǘ ŀǎ ōƻǘƘ άIs Activeέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ General Information ǘŀō ŀƴŘ άIs 
Anchorέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Display Settings tab for them to appear on the frontend of your Magento shop.  (***NOTE: If 
the websites will not be sharing the same catalog, a Root Category must be created for each website.  Thus, if 
there are 3 websites, there will be 3 Root Categories with subcategories under them.)  

2: Store Configuration in the Magento Admin 

1. Now that we have created our CategorƛŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ōȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ System -> Manage Stores 
ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ  

http://www.magentocommerce.com/blog/comments/from-the-support-team-multi-site-domain-name-setup/
http://www.magentocommerce.com/knowledge-base/entry/magento-installation-guide
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 Name ς domain name of our new website 

 Code ς a parameter that will be used in configuring the Apache web server to point to that particular 
domain name 

 

нΦ hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ {ǘƻǊŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƛƴ System -> Manage Stores.  

 Website ς website to which this store will be associated 

 Name ς the same as the website name 

 Root Category ς the root category that will be used for this store. (Refer to Step 1 for Details) 

 

3. Then, we create the store view which is the interface that the customer will be able to access on the frontend.  
/ƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ {ǘƻǊŜ ±ƛŜǿέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƛƴ System -> Manage Stores.  

 Store ς store to which this view will be associated 

 Name ς name of this store view (i.e. English Version, German Version, etc.) 

 Code ς code for this store view 

 Status ς if enabled, this store view will be accessible from our frontend, otherwise, it will not be 
accessible 
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4. After the Store has been created, we need to configure the Unsecure Base URL and Secure Base URL 
under System -> Configuration -> General -> Web.  Before we set their respective base URLs, we first need 
to ensure that the configuration scope is set to the domain1.com website to define which site we are 
working on.  

 

Then, we modify the base URLs for both Unsecure:  

 

and Secure:  

 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ƴŀƳŜ ōȅ ǳƴŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ έUse default [STORE VIEW]έ ŎƘŜŎƪōƻȄ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 
save the configuration.  

5. Now we just repeat Steps 2-4 for the other two websites, domain2.com and domain3.com by replacing 
the fields with their respective information.  


