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You have heard about the unbelievable opsurce features Magento offers right out the box.You spare no time

seeing it in action, have eed andaah-ed over it all over and over again.

...And now you want to make it all your own. You've got your PSDs ready and the zeal to build and integrate. So
what's next Where do you begin?

Designer's Guide to Magenhas been prepared for you to learn andoaxd your knowledge of the structural,
conceptual workings and methods of designing for Magentowill basically teach you what you need to know to
begin creating a theme of your own with Magento. This said, due to the sheer extent of flexibility thahtdag
features offer, it is not possible to document all the different ways in which it can be customized for use. For help
with this, you can consult Magentat®@mmunity forumsandwiki where reallife people with realife experiences

will be able to point you in the right direction. Also, remember that Magento is an application constantly in
development, therefore despite our greatest efforts thisadimentation may not faithfully reflect the release

version you are currently working with.

This documentation is largely sectioned into four chapters and can be skipped through back and forth in order to
quickly access only the information you need mékiwever, because each chapter acts as a prelude to the next,
we advise you to follow along with the documentation in the order it was written

Magento Design Terminologies

In order to follow along with the documentation, it is crucial that you have a goaspgof the terminologies used

to describe aspects of the Magento system. The terminologies introduced in this chapter are most likely new
territory for you, so take your time and read through them thoroughly. But most importantly, don't be discouraged
if you can't fully grasp the concept of all these new terminologigsis chapter merely serves to introduce them to
you all at once, and further chapters will dig deeper into and expand upon those simple definitions. Terminologies
covered in this chapter ar

e \Website, Store and Store View
e Interface

e Themes
0 Layouts
o Templates
o Skins

e Blocks

o0 Structural Blocks
o Content Blocks
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Website and Store

A website is a collection of stores that share the same customer and ofdemiation as well as shopping cart. A
store is a collection of store views. These are very broad terms that can be adopted to define the unique needs of
individual merchants. A few scenarios to define the different uses of website, store and store xgeagsfallows:

Scenario 1

Website Dubloo Inc

Store Low-End For You Frugal For You High-End For You
Store View Low-End For You Frugal For You High-End For You
A company called Dubloo Inc creates an online presence with three separate clothing stores that each cater to
different pricelevel audience. Dubloo Inc wants the ability for all three of its stores to share customer and order

information. In such scenario, Dubloo Inc would have one website and three stores under their online presence.
Storewould define the individugbrice-level store, andvebsitewould be the Dubloo Inc umbrella.

Scenario 2

Website My Laptops Cheap Laptops

Store My Laptops Cheap Laptops

Store View English Spanish English Spanish

A company called My Laptops wants to open two separate ikebthat both sell laptops but at differing prices.
They also want to offer English and Spanish language options per site, each carrying its own selected items
according to language selection. They also need to synchronize customer and order inforneatsite.dn such
scenariostore viewwould define each English and Spanish branch under the according websibsiewould
define "My Laptops" and "Cheap Laptops".

Scenario 3
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Website Bongo's Instruments

Store Bongo's Instruments

Store View Bongo’s Instruments

A company called Bongo's Instruments wants to create an online presence. With no other branch of stores,
Bongo's Instruments is thetoreas well as thevebsite

Interface

Store Store Store

Theme ] Combination of files that create the visual output

as well as frontend functionality
Theme

Theme

Theme |V
Layouts | Defines block structure
Templates | PHTML containing (X)HTML and PHP logic tags

Skins | CsS.images, Javascript

Interface is a collection aghemesthat determines the visual outgand frontend functionalities of your store. An
interface can be assigned on either the webdéeel and/or store viewevel through the admin panel (Leahow
to assign an interface to the website/stdre

If you assign an interface in the websitvel, all your stores will inherit the interface of your website. You can
further assign an interface in the store vidawel and sbre-, effectively overriding that of the website. Say you
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shown below, you can easily determine the method to employ for the design needsiobysiness.

1. Websitelevel declaration

“engish | chinese | French | spansh

If you want to create a unifying look and feel for all four stores, you will assign an interfeewebsite
level, in which case all four stores will inherit the interface of the website.

2. Store viewlevel declaration

T | Fench§panin

If you want to irtorporate a separate look and feel per store, you can assign an interface pewgare
in which case the four stores will each carry its own unique look and feel.

Themes

A theme is any combination of layout, template, locale and/or skin file(s) tleaterthe visual experience of your
store. Magento is built with the capacity to load multiple themes at once, therefore distinguishes themes into two

large types:

e Default theme
Every interface comes with a theme called 'default' which is the main theraa ofterface. When you
assign an interface to your store, the application automatically looks for this theme 'default' and loads it
to the front-end. In order to customize your store design, you can either modify this theme alone, or
create a nordefault theme in addition and load it alongside the default. The default theme must contain
all the required layouts, templates and skins to run a store eimee and hence is the lowest theme in the

theme hierarchy

¢ Non-default theme
A nondefault theme can contain as many or as little theme files as you see fit for your need. This type of
theme is intended for use on creating temporaryasenal design changes to a store without having to
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create a whole new set of default themeBy creating a few images and updating some of the CSS, you
can easily turn your store from a real bore to a stanud seasonal Christmas store.

A theme consists ainy or all of the following:

e Layout(located inapp/design/frontend/your_interface/your_themdayout/)
These are basic XML files that define block structure for different pages as well as control META
information and page encoding.Fordepth look into lgouts, readntro to Layout}

o Templates(located inapp/design/frontend/your_interface/your_themeaémplate/)
These are PHTML files that contain (X)HTML markups and aegsaey PHP tags to create logic for visual
presentation.

e Locale(located inapp/design/frontend/your_interface/your_themdodcale')
These are simple text documents organized on a per language basis that contain translations for store

copy.

e Skins(locatedin skin/frontend/your_interface/your_themey
These are blockpecific Javascript and CSS and image files that compliment your (X)HTML.

Blocks
Diagram 1. Structural Block (Indicated in blue)

Header

Left Main
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Diagram 2. Content Block (Indicated in orange)

Header Links

Header
Site Navigation

Category

List

Product Listing

Product
Tags
Sub Category List
Compare
Prodcuts
Footer
m

Blocks are a way by which Magento distinguisthesarray of functionalities in the system and creates a modular
way to manage it from both visual and functional stand point. There are two types of blocks and they work
together to create the visual output.

e Structural Blocks
These are blocks created fibre sole purpose of assigning visual structure to a store page such as header,
left column, main column and footer (Diagram 1).
e Content Blocks
These are blocks that produce the actual content inside each structural block. They are representations of
each ®ature functionality in a page and employs template files to generate (X)HTML to be inserted into
AGa LI NByd aidNHzOGdzNI & o6t201® /FiS3I2NE fAadGZ YAYyA OF
content block (Diagram 2).

Instead of includingemplate after template as a typical eCommerce application would in order to gather the
whole (X)HTML output, Magento gathers and arranges page content through blocks.

Working with Magento Themes

In this chapter we'll go into the details of how Magento dies themes and teach you how to create and manage
your own:

e How Magento does themes different from others
e How to create a theme
e How to assign interface and theme to the store
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e Say hello to multiple themes
e Hierarchy of themes: How Magento handles multiple themes

How Magento Does Themes Different from Others

¢KS GSNY WGKSYSQ LINPolofée az2dapRREyDSze 2 dzONBFHIENEZA I2ND NIR Vi
experienced the sea of available web applications options via its themes. A theme has largely two typescf users

First, the audiencetype who experiences it from the aesthetical and usability standpoint by browsingghra

store ¢ And second, the creatqtype who goes through an additional layer of the theme experience by taking part

in building the theme.

To the first user type, a store experience is defined by the ability of a store to fulfill his/her tactical atidreah

demands. To the second user type who must fill the creator role, it is the efficiency with which he/she is able to

complete a set of development tasks that determines the store experience.We recognize that it is the accumulated
experiences of botllza SNJ (&8 1LJSa GKI G RSGSNXYAYS GKS FAYIE LINPFAGEOAC
experience can afford to be overlooked.

.S0FdzaS 6S 1y2¢ (GKIG Fa RSaA3IYSNER @&2dzQ@S | f NSFRe 3I20 Gl
audiencetypes) we figured we'd just help you along by buildeng out-of-this-world theme management to

maximize your workflow efficiency and take your creativity to the nextlevel. SNB3 Q& &2YS (KAy3a 685
might get you drooling:

1. Maximum customization power
With Magento you can update the look and feel of your store in the category and product level, giving you
greater marketing and promotional power as well as a store with endlessly unique design. Ever imagined
presenting each product in its own customized protinfo page? Magento gives you the power to do
just that and more, by providing a quick way to customize your product presentation in@qduct and
per-category basis.

2. Multiple themes
Magento gives you the ability to load multiple themes at oncevaiig you to swap between a default
store design and temporary event/seasepecific onegs All at the command of a few key strokes.

3. Uninterrupted workflow
2 AGK al 3Sy { 2dfientedipdafrandming all2nSddlés are immediately accessible via template
tags from any template files. And because Magento comes fedtkeOK NA IK{G 2dzi 2F GKS 0
again have to be dependent on a programmer to finish the simplest tasks for you. Magento also thrives on
an extensive network of knowledgeable commuynitembers (including the official Magento Team), so
you will never need to think twice about where to get guidance should you need it along the way.

4. Minimize debugging time
Any designer can recall those precious hours and minutes wasted looking for tlosechenarkup
AONHzGAYAT SR o0& @2dzNJ @t ARIFIG2N®» ¢KS OFtARFG2NI Y& (8
GKSNE AdQa KILWSYyAy3Id alISyi2Qa Y2RdzZ I NJ 6 Ol SYR 0 NA
minimizes the amount of (X)HTML you need tadila at once. Less the mess means less the fuss and
more the sanity for the truly important things in life.

Really, the best part of what Magento offer“s you though, is an application that thrives on its flexibility, leaving you
with nothing muchtoworry 6 2 dziT SEOSLII RS@A&AY 3 &2 dzNJ GeNd Thé skyisitie LI | vy &
limit for this application, and we hope you have fun applying it to your store.
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How to Create a Theme

Let's first unveil some directories to get you going. Open thleiang directories in your Magento root and do get
nosy:

e Directory l:app/design/frontend/default/default/t This directory contains the layout, translation
(locale) and template materials.

e Directory 2:skin/frontend/default/default/ T This directory corgins the images, CSS and blspkcific
Javascripts.

When working with themes, these two directories will remain your base starting point.

l'a &2dz YI® KIFE@S y20A0SR:E ¢SQ@S aSOGA2ySR (K
al0DSaaroftsS 0adzOK & AYF3IS FyR WF@FaONRLIG&ao ¥
offers you maximum security measures for your store at every corner.

& 32 FKSFR FyR SEFYAYS G(GKS (62 RANBOGZ2NAS&OD
ANBRG 0f dza#& Se 2 &Q R\ NybabuiilmiSI&ilE iy S d 2d K A i 2 NEB

e Directory l:app/design/frontendbefault/ default/
e Directory 2:skin/frontend/default/ default/

In both casest indicates thenterfacename, and* indicates thethemename. So iffou were working on a theme
OF t mpRem& Ay |y AymSiNgfacdS ©Rdf $Rdd R 6S 2NJAy3I Ay (GKS
Wpp/design/frontend/my_interface/my_themeé® RA NBOG 2 NB &

N

,2dz Oy alr @S a Ylye GKSYSa Ayia2 @& 2nzNwitiygiyduFdre@dh RA
2yfte KFIyRfS t2FrRAYy3I GKS GKSYS OFftftSR WRSTFlLdz 64Q | yR
(Note:Capacity to load unlimited number of themes will become available in the coming rele@sdearn how
Magento manags loading multiple themes at once, reéfilerachy of ThemegsThis gives you two themes to work
with, so you can keep your defauitKk SY S F 2 NJ &-seagdh désigreaNduseithe adBiffonal theme for the
seasonal and everdpecific ones (To read about how multiple themes work and how you can benefitSesad

Hello to Multiple Theme}

NS
2

[0} =

¢
y

Creating a new default theme

In order to create a new default theme, first you must copy an existing default theme from which you can base

your new theme. Create a dupdite ofapp/design/frontend/default/default/and rename the new directory to

whatever you would like (Name of an interface and theme should be one -@pimeric word starting with a letter

fromthe alphabetfdl 8 @ C2NJ Ay ail yOSs WaeKBEBQCKBYSRROYRY®DYBaw(IKSE
The name of your theme directory is the name by which the application will recognize your theme. Now do the

same forskin/frontend/default/defaultd® ! y R GKIF 6§ Q& AGH |, 2d2Q0S y2¢ aadz00SaaTdz |
learn how to assign this theme to your store, refskigning a new themgelow.
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Creating a new nosdefault theme
Diagram 1

¥epp
{3 design
£33 frontend
£3) default
£ defaul:
£ template
£33 cakalog
3 .svn
|:| cakeqgory,
[ laves

When creatinganewneRS Tl dzf § GKSYSZ &2dz R2y Qi ySSR (2 RdzLX AOF 4GS |
fA1Ste& @&2dzQNB tespecific files-ahdihghde will Knly yieg®té duplicate the according files as a

starting point of your new theme. One rule you must always remember to follow, however, is to make certain that

you preserve the subdirectory structural conventions of Mageffor example, if all that your natefault theme
O2y il Aya A& GKS GSYLX I GS FAES WK2YSOLKIYEQ FNRY (GKS OI
app/design/frontend/your_interface/your_non_default_themeaiou will need to create directories

Yemplate/catalo) A y (2  dilkcav©your epdate file. When you open up a default Magento theme

directory (Diagram 1), you will see how directories are structurthke sure to reference this directory

convention in order for your new theme to load successfully.

Assigning interfacend theme to the store

A A M A

b2¢ GKIFG @2dz2Q@3S ONBFIGSR 22dzNJREVI detKBEYS P KSHKSWEER REF I |
website/store in order for it to take effect. Navigate to the Magento admin panel (ie.www.mydomainachmin),
then the Degyn configuration tab (Systemr Configuration> Design tab).
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Diagram 2

Dashhoard Sales Catalog Customers Pramotions Mewrsletter il § Repors System

General

Curmrent Configuration Scope:
Default Config |

Countries options

Locale options

Manage Stores

Configuration

Timezone AUS Central (AustraliaiDarwin) [~ |
» GEMERAL
General Locale Had) bl =
Weh
Design
MCurmnc;smup

Stare Emall Addresses

Contacts

» CATALOG
Catalog

On the upper corner of the left column in Diagram 2, you will see alio$la SR W/ dzNNBy i / 2y FA I dzNJT

e In order tomanage your store design in the websiHtevel, select the name of your website from the
dropdown, then apply the following steps.

e In order tomanage the design from the store viedevel, select the name ofaur store view from the
dropdown, then apply the following steps.

Step 1
From the Design tab, i@urrent package namenter the name of the interface in which your new theme resides.
al3Syt2 oAttt [dzi2YFGAOIFTfe& f{bBXisReftbldnS Ay G SNFI OS OFtf SR W

Step 2

InDefaulto dzy RSNJ ¢ KSYS& KSIFRAyYy30OX Syu J GKS yIFIYS 2F GKS ySg
@2dz t SI¥S (KA& o02E oflyl1x alasSyi gAff Fdzi2YlI GAOLFEf& f:
howyouO2 y FA3dzNB GKS RSaiaday GFrox al EIS)/GZ gAEEt Fdzi2YlF GAOI f f
theme in the admin, that theme will simply load higher up in hierarchy, but will load along with the theme

WRSTlI dzf 6 Qd ¢KAA ¢ A fie releésk YoBAeSer, xoyivelysuSull cahtiol DVerimfiaa theinds are

loaded into the store). Should you choose to load the theme separately depending on file type (layout, templates,

skin or translation files), enter the name of the theme from which to dghaebaccording file types.

[etN U)’

Step 3
2 KSy @2dzQNB R2y Save corfigh O y R KINEB 0 2l &y@u diwg séie (y@iMNBwW theme
reflected in the frontend.
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themes.

Say Hello to Multiple Themes

Note: Capacity for unlimited themes will become available with the upcoming releases. Although at the time of
writing only two themes can be loaded at once, the workings behind the scenes remaimteeasa you will
benefit from this documentation.

Holiday seasons by far offer the most extensive sales opportunity for any eCommerce strgtomers line up

to buy Christmas gifts for their family and friends, and moms line up to buy Halloween cos@imds fi K SA NJ OKA f R
ALISOALFE YyAIKG 2F GNRO1T W2NJI GNBFGAYy3Id Ly 2NRSNI G2 GFAf 2]
200FaAz2ya Ay 2NRSN) (2 AYyaLIANB e2dz2NJ aK2LIISNE G2 SELX 2NB

Chistmasg What this store needs is a few reds, snowflakes and Santa Cjasislike the store below in Diagram
4!

5AF3INIY o® ¢KA&a 2dzal R2SayQd Odzi Al

Welcome to the Magento Demo Store! My Account | Login

22 MY CART - 0 item(s
Last added items

You have no items in your cart.

Go to Cart

[Z] COMPARE PRODUCTS
-0 items

You have no items to compare.

BRI

BACK TO ScHoot |
‘ders over 550. ~  Keep your eyes open
tems for our special Back
to School items
and save BIG!
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YOUR GIFTS CART
Last added items

Did you know?

Our customer service is

h'| 5% OFF on all available 24/7
Holiday items! (800) DEMO-NUMBER

Hold on, help is
on the way.

‘ders over $50. ] \

tems.

2A0K al 3Syid2z 6SQ@S ONBIGSR GKS OF LI OAGE& F2NJ @2dzNJ ai 2 NJ
those times when an extra touch is needed most. By loading multiple themes to your store, you senvergur
normal nonseasonal store design, while enhancing it with the Christmas theme.

G Ot2aS8S SEFYAYIGA2Yy 2F GKS (62 RSaAdya 02085 &2dzQf f
gone Christmas in Diagram 4, but underneath it gan still see the structure of the e$leason store design. The

only real difference between the two store designs, are just a few CSS and image files and wording changes in the
GSYLIX GS FAfSad . SOIFdzAS GKS OKI yEed defaulthidmero/accdnmn@Odate Y A y 2 NE
@2dzNJ / KNRaGYlla GKSYS® 2KI(G @&2dz ySSR Aa 2dzad F F¥Sg FAES
FYR YSNNASNI adéi2NB® al 3Syidi2Qa YdzZ GALX S (GKSYSa Fdzy OGAz2yl
putting the power on your fingertips to turn on and off the seasonal themes while preserving your default theme.

Magento handles loading multiple themes by assigning something dd#ealrchyto the themes which is simply a
process of cancelling out redundangeglito load only that which resides highest in hierarchy.The hierarchy is
determined by you in the Admin Design configuration tab and your ability to do so will become fully functional
with the upcoming stable version. At the time of writing, the hierarohthemes is already decided for you, as
Magento loads the 'default’ theme in the system first (placing it in the lowest hierarchy), then loading the second
theme you assign in the admin (placing it in highest hierarchy).

Hierarchy of Themes

Whenyouasdy Ydzf GALX S (GKSYSa (2 @2dzNJ 402NBx e2dzQNB SaaSydail
main goal when building a theme is to create the most usable and visually pleasing graphical interface, the goal of

a I 3 S yidit@ édsure that the applicatiois able to locate and load all the files of the theme required to keep the

application running errofree.

C2NJ AyaidlyOSs AT &2dNJ OFiS32NE fAaGAy3I LI IS Ortta F2NJ |

becomes a required file), but trepplication is unable to find the file in the theme highest in hierarétyt¢: At
the time of writing, the theme highest in hierarchy is the theme that you assign through the admin, and the theme
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releases, Magento will provide you with the ability to have full control over the hierarchy of your theinel
look to the next theme highest in hierarchy to find the file. Should this failillicontinue working down the

KASNI NOKeé 2F (KSYSa dzydaft AGQa lofS G2 t2004S GKS FAES
the store and terminate the search. This method of building design is dallbecks because the apgil GA2y WTFI ¢
oFO01Q (2 GKS ySEG Ll2aairoftsS a2dz2NOS 2F NBIdzZANBR FTAfSa Ay

[ SdQa alé &2dz KIF@S GKNBS (KSYSa laaAr3dySR G2 @2dzNJ at2NB5
Table 1
default my_theme_1 my_theme_2
All required filetemplates/3-col-layout.phtmtemplates/3-colayout.phtm
templates/header.phtml  css/base.css
images/logo.gif
css/base.css

css/boxes.css

[SGQa Ftaz laadzyS GKId GKS GKNBS GKSYSa IN
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Table 2
HIGHESmy_theme_:
my_theme_:

LOWESdefault

l'G O0t2al8S 20aSNBIGA2Yy T @&2dzQf t aAt&rplatésitollayautpBMENONSE FSg NB R«
csslbasecssy ¢l o0fS mod b2g fSGQa FNNIy3IS GKS GFoft&el NPdzyR a2
another.
Table 3

default my_theme_1 my_theme_2

All required file
templates/3-col-layout.phtmtemplates/3-cotlayout.phtm

templates/header.phtml
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images/logo.gif
css/base.css css/base.css

css/boxes.css

Wh1zZ 3INBhiRm2SazitwkKa YSIYyKQ &2dz YIHe |alo
Well, let us remind you that the files in Table 3 are haw see the files in each theme folders and not how
Magentosees it.

[ SGQa i KS Wadetoddes thelsamié Blasstructure in Table 4.

Table 4
default my_theme_1 my_theme_2
All required file
templates/3-col-layout.phtm
templates/header.phtrr
images/logo.qif
css/base.css

css/boxes.css

L 2d2Qff y2GA0S K2g al3ASyidz2 AIy2NBa (KS OSnNdsbyyhe2 T (G KS NJ
GSNEAZ2Y KAIKSNI AY KASNI NOKed ¢KA&A A& 0SOFdzaS AGQa It NS
longer, ergo terminating the search for that specific file while continuing the search for other required files yet to

be found.

Building Your Theme

Magento is built on a fully modular model that transfers to unlimited scalability and flexibility for your store. By
nature of the application, this approach to programming is mirrored in the way you will develop themes for your
store.In this chapter, we will explore what that means for you and exactly how to go about developing a theme for
your store with Magento.

Introducing Blocks and Layout
. 2dz2Q@S YvYzail tA1Sté 62Nl SR 6A0GK 2iGKSNJI 1Switkesvch Sxugdiehcel LILIE A Ol
we know you probably have a few sets of things that have become second nature to you when developing a theme

T2NJ 82dNJ AG2NBd . ST2NB 82dz 083Ay (GKAA R20dzyYSyidl GAz2ys 6
may have and mercildst & GKNR g GKSY 2dzi GKS G6AYyR2¢6d b2 y23 GKAA R
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you. Marry these tools, keep them at your side at all times and make sure you pay them lots and lots of

attentiont You do all this, and we promise you, you will love yourself for it. Are yaly®eldere they are:

1. Structural Blocks
2. Content Blocks
3. Layout

Creating the Mental Note

LYy 2NRSNJ (2 3IAQGS @&2dz I Of SIFNJ dzyRSNARGFYRAY3a 2F gKIFG of 2
yourself:

1. Imagine an outline of a block (like in Diagra--5 2 Yy Qi NBFSNBYy OS G(KS LA OGdzNE (K¢
and follow along).

Now imagine the outline of a block filled with one block.

Now imagine two blocks and the outline growing with the blocks.

Now imagine three blocks and the outline growing witike blocks.

Now imagine four and the outline growing with the blocks.

arLOD

Diagram 1

congp

6. Now look at this snapshot of the category landing page in Magento:
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Diagram 2

N

7. And now look at the breallown of the above snapshot into twtypes.
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Diagram 3

Diagram 4

TheUnical Technologies




The mentalﬁpictureyou just created serves to give you a parallel comparison between concept and actual
NEBFEEATFGA2Y 2F 06f201ad L (y2¢ &2dz2QNBE LINBPolofte& O2YLX SiGSH

In concept, the outlines in Diagram 3 are steuctural blocks They are the parent blockd content blocks and in

realization, serve t@ositionits content blocks within a store page context (as in Diagram 4). These structural

of2014 SEAAG Ay GKS F2N¥a 2F GKS KSFRSNJ I NBlvisualf STFi O2f
structurefor a store page.

Acontent blockon the other hand, in concept, is the individwalored blocks that make up a structural block. In a

store context, they are the true meat of a store page. They are representations of each functionalities féatred

L3S 6&8dzOK Fa OF iS32Ne fAaidx OFftf2dzi YR LINRRdOG GF 3&aXx
inserted into its parent structural block.

Layoutis the tool with which you can assign content blocks to each structural block yaie ck@gout exists in the
form of XML texffile and by modifying the layout you are able to move blocks around in a page and assign
templates to the content blocks to produce markup for the structural blocks. In fact, with the help of a few layout
files alne, you are able to modify the visual layout of every page in your store. Read further about laylodts in

to Layouts

With Magento, you will no longer have a templdiie called left_column.ext and in it have the nexading
spaghetti of markups that must be manually managed depending on each functionality needed for the page.
Instead, your templates are managed on a-figrctionality basis and you can load and urdanctionalities in
your store page by the virtue of a couple of layout commands alone.

Step by Step Guide to Building a Theme

| SNBONB (KS FdzZAt tAad 2F (22t& al 3SyGz2 3IAABSa e&2dz G2 0dz

Templates

Layouts

Blocks

Skins(images, CSS and blesypecific Javascript)

el N

In order to build a theme for your store, your work flow will consist of the following steps:
ONE: Disable your system cache

In order to prepare your Magento for production, you need to first disable system cache by going to the
Administation Panelfttp://yourhost.com/admin) and navigating to System Cache Management. Select
'‘Disable’ from the 'All Cache' select box and click on save. Doing this will ensure that you see a faitttioirefie
your store front as you make the changes.
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TWO: Determine all the possibilities of structure types for your store

Before you even start creating the markup for the store, you will first need to ask yourself the type of page
& 0 NHzO i dzNB have fde@dkh of your Sorelpages. Make yourself a list that looks something like this:

e Home page will use thiéhree column structure
e Category listing page will use theo column structure that includes a right column
e Customer pages will use theo coumn structure that includes a left column

Skeleton template

Once your list is complete, you will create the (X)HTML markups for each structure type and save shelatas
templatesinto app/design/frontend/your_interface/your_theme/template/page/A skeleton template is called

such due to the nature of its purposeall it really contains (aside from the <head> elements), is the presentational
markups that serve to position eastructural blockinto according markup areas.

Sample skeleton template

<html>
<head>/head>
<body>
<div clasa="header"><?=fthis->getChildHtml { "header") ?></div>
<div class="middle=">
<div eclags="col-left"><?=5fthis->getChildHtml {'left ') ?>/div>
<div claga="ccl-main"><?=5fthia->getChildHtml {'content"’) ?></div>
<fdive
<div claga="footer"»><?=fthis->getChildHtml {'fcoter") ?></div>
</ body>
</html>

Upon scanning through the sample skeleton template above, you will notice a PHP method@aliiis
>getChildHtmI()?#nside each presentatial markup. This is the way Magento loads structural blocks into
skeleton templates and hence is able to position all the contents of the structural blocks within a store page.

Each getChildHtml calls on a name asdiv class="header"><?=$tkrgetChildHnl(‘header)?></divz and these
names are ways by which each structural blogiéstified in the layout Skeleton templates are assigned to the
storethrough the layout

THREE: Cut up your (X)HTML according to functionality
hyOS &2dz2Q@S ONBF SR &2dzNJ al Sdresté tReftempl&efadbactioreatDlock 2 dz g A £
Magento likes meaningful templates
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You will need to cut up the (X)HTML markup built for your page and supply the according markup to each

functionality of the page. For instance, if you have a roart area in pur design, the markup for this area alone

gAft 0S0O02YS AGa 26y GSYLX TGS FAESD® {IFYS T2NJ &2dz2NJ LINR Rdz
already come with Magento, so you can reference the existing template tags to build youumargc.

Where to save the templates

Diagram 5

- =]

2

The full markup for any page in your store is introduced via an array of templates that each represents a
functionality of a module. In order to find out what templates are being called to a page you'd like to modify, you
can turn on the Template Path hints. In order to enable it:

1. Go to the admin and navigate to SystesrConfiguration

2. Select your store in ¢htop left website/store selector

3. When the page reloads, select the 'Developer' tab and select 'Yes' for Template Path Hints.

When you're done, go back to the store front, reload your page and you will see the path to all the templates listed
accordingo the block. In order to modify the markup, all you have to do is follow the path written out for you and
modify the according template(s).

FOUR: Change the layout to reflect your design

GNROdzGSR a2YS showimkv® thetenplatdslakbind i@ @ dz LINR 0 |

hyO0OS &2dzQ@S RAA
K2¢g @2dz2QNB LINPINBaaAy3a +ft2y3o

LI 3S G2 ass
Where to find layouts

In order to access the layout files, goapp/design/frontend/your_interface/your_theme/layout/Just like the
templates, layouts are saved on a papdule basis therefore you can easily locate the layout file to modify with

the help of the Template Hints. First, enable Template Hints, reload the the page you want to modify, and look at
the path of the template file(s) that the Template Hints will prowae with. If you want to (for instance) move

the mini cart, reference the template path (ex:app/design/frontend/default/defacittéckoutcart/sidebar.phtml)

and use the first folder name inside the theme folder (indicated in bold, which is the module) naufired the
according layout file. So in the case of the mini cart, you know to loak@tkoutxml' to modify the mini cart
positioning. Each layout file(should it be necessary) further sections intpgm basis layout command. Each

area of perpage layout is clearly marked with comments reflecting its usage, but the application itself recognizes
the layout separation by theandlesof each layout.

Default layout versus Layout Updates
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There are two types of layoutslefault and updates. Aefault layout(page.xm) is the layout that by default
applies itself to almost every page in the store. All other layout filesd.ayeut Updateshat simplyupdatesthe
default layout on a pepage basis.

[ SGQa GF1S F2NJ SEIFYLXES &2dzNJ 418t Sid2y GSYLIX LGSy

In the default layout, you have it set to three columns, which means by default most all of the page in your store
gAftt KI@S GKS (§KNBS Omtithdzitinge chlitmd Struciute NdirGekalzdtFodr prodiait pagel Q a
Forit, you want a twecolumn structure that includes a right column. To accommodate this, you will leave the
default layout alone and open catalog.xml in which you can place some layout catarntsat tells the application

to load the twacolumn structure to your product page instead of the default three. This is called the process of
updatinga layout.

Example way of assigning skeleton template

<reference name="root">
<action method="s& emplate"><template>page/2columsaght.phtmi</template></action>

</reference>

[ SGdQa GF1S Fy2GKSNJ SEI YLX SY

Say by default you want a newsletter sigp box in your right column, but in customer account pages you want to
exclude it. In this case, you widueave your default layout alone and open up customer.xml, into which you will
place a command thainsetsthe newsletter content block, excluding the newsletter functionality from the page.

Intro to Layouts

Layout by appearance of its components, cas#y deceive you into believing that in order to work with it you
must first be armed with an extensive knowledge of programming logics. Nothing can be further from the truth.
Layout is built with a small set of XML tags that are easy and fun to lealearBing some key concepts and
commands of layout, you will soon be armed with the confidence and knowledge to easily modify your store
design to your desired spec.

e How Layout Works

e Anatomy of Layout

e Rules of XML

e Quick Exercises to Get You Started

How Layout Works

Layoutis a virtual component of the Magento apg@t®on. By modifying the components of layout, you can build
your store page in an upgragmmpatible way.
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Diagram 1

> | Handle

> [ Handle

Layout is comprised afefault layoutandlayout updateghat are made up of easip-learn XML tags. With these
layout commands, you can modify/assign content bistrkictural block relationships and also caritstorefront
functionalities such as loading and unloading of bispkcific Javascripts to a page.

Layout files are separated on a paodule basis, every module bringing with it its own layout file (for instance
‘catalog.xml' is a layout file for thetalog module, ‘customer.xml' is for the customer module...etc). These layout
files are located impp/design/frontend/your_interface/your_theme/layoutand each file is further separated by
handles (see diagram 1), each handle (with the exception of gtlejaassigning its nested updates to the
according specific page in the store.

Some layout files may contain the <default> handle. When parsing the layout files, Magento first grabs the layout
updates assigned in the <default> handle of almost all |afitas, reading them in the order as assigned in
app/etc/modules/Mage_All.xmllt then parses the pagspecific layout update, finalizing the building of a store

page.

The system is built this way in order to allow seamless addition and removal of moduliésout effecting other
modules in the system. Anatomy of Layout

Layout contain a small set of XML tags that act as detailed instructions to the application on how to build a page,

what to build it with and the behavior of each building block. The besttavapproach layout is to just dive right

AY YR FGdlrO1 AG FNRY Lt Fy3ftSaod Ly 2NRSNI F2NJ &2dz (G2 |
tag.

Handle

Handle (diagram 1) is an identifier by which the application determines what tottidlvd updates nested by it.

If the name of the handle is <default>, then the application knows that its nested updates must be loaded on
almost all the pages of the store prior to loading papecific layout (We say 'almost all', because some
exceptionalpages like the product image popup does not load the layout in the <default> handle).

If Magento finds handles other than <default>, it will assign the updates nested inside the handle to the according
page specified by the handle. For instance, <catglogduct_view> contain the layout updates for the Product
View page, while <catalog_product_compare_index> contain those for the Compare Product page. Handles are
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setin-stone identifiers that as a designer with no extensive understanding of Magento pragragnshould never

need to modify.

<block>

Magento determines the behavior and visual representation of each building block of a page via the <block> tag.

We've already mentioned the two types of blocks Magento empi@gructural block&ndcontent blocksThe

best way to distinguish between the two is by examining the behavior assigned to it via the tag attributes. A
structural block usually contains the attribute 'as’, through which the application is able to communicate with the
designated area (by thgetChildHtml metho}lin a template. You will notice many occurances of this ‘as' attribute

in the default layout, because by nature ttefault layout is one that builds the ground work upon which the

pagespecific layouts can begin adding onto. For instance, in the default layout, there're structural blocks such as
'left’, 'right’, 'content' and ‘footer' being introduced. Not to say thdslecks cannot exist in normal layout updates,
but why not first set up the reoccurring structural blocks in the default layout first, then start adding content on a

per-LJr 3S o6l aArakK [SiQad RAI FdzNIKSNI AydG2 | @FAtlofS | GGNROG dz

type ¢ This is tle identifier of the module class that defines the functionality of the block. This attribute
must not be modified.

namec This is the name by which other blocks can make reference to the block in which this attribute is
assigned (see diagram 3).

before (and) after ¢ These are two ways to position a content block within a structural block. befére="

and after="" are commands used to position the block accordingly at the very top or very bottom of a
structural block.

template - This attribute determines theemplate that will represent the functionality of the block in
GKAOK GKA& FGGNRODzGS A& | aaAi 3y Saibdg/categbiy/Meyw.phin@ ¥ OS =
G KS | LILX A O {app/desiga/frantend/terdplate/cafiaidgcatdgory/vieyphtml template file.In

order to learn about how layout works with templates to bring markup to your store, 8tad by Step

Guide to Buding a Theme

action ¢ <action> is used to control stoffieont functionalities such as loading or unloading of a Javascript.

A full list of action methods will soon become available, but in the mean time the best way to learn about
the different action mehods is by playing around with them in the currently available layout updates.

as¢ This is the name by which a templatalls the bbck in which this attribute is assigned/hen you see

the getChildHtmlI('block_name') PHP method called from a template, you can be sure it is referring to the
block whose attribute 'as' is assigned the name 'block_name'. (ie. The method <?=%$this

>getChild G Yt 6 UKSI RSNHUOKB Ay GKS | &a1StStz2y GSYLX Il GS

<reference>

Diagram 3

<reference> is used to make reference to another block. By making a reference to another block, the updates

inside <reference> will apply to the <block> it correlates to (see diagram 3).
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In order to make the reference, yanust target the reference to a block by using the 'name’ attribute. This
attribute targets the <block> tag's 'name' attribute. So if you were to make a reference by <reference
name="right">, you're targeting the block called <block name=" right ">.

Rulesof XML

Diagram 4

1

Opened tag
must close

l

Opened tag must self-close

Openedttag !
ust close

L

Opened tag must self-close

If you're not familiar with it, upon encountering Magento's kbhsed layout updates, you may have a question or
two about the rules you must follow when modifying an XML file.

The only set rule you need to remember with regards to XML, is that when a tag opens, it must either be followed
by a closing tag(<xml_tag>«ml_tag>) or sel€lose(<xml_tag/>) exactly as (X)HTML file tags would.

Quick Exercises to Get You Started

Just like any new concepts, we know that without actually diving in and getting your hand dirty, you can never
truly grasp what you've been explainedwords. So here are a couple of exercises for you to get a feel for working
with layouts. In order to work with this exercise, you must have the default Magento theme ready and accessible.

Exercise #1: In the category page, move the "My Cart" box fréwa tight column to
the left

1. Turn on the Template Path Hint by going to the admin then navigating to Syst@onfiguration. When
you're in the configuration page, select the store you're working in by using the top left website/store
selector. Wait for tle page to reload, then select the Developer tab. Select 'Yes' in the select box for
Template Path Hints. Click on Save. Go back to the store front, and reload.

2. When the page reloads, look at the template path of the 'My Cart' bliddkmost likely say
‘frontend/default/default/template/checkout/cart/sidebar.phtml’. By looking at the path, you know this
template is being introduced via the ‘checkout' module. How do you know this?
frontend/default/default/template/checkoutcart/sidebar.phtml. It says sim the template path. The
immediate directory name following ‘template' is the name of the module through which a template is
introduced.

3. Open up layout/checkout.xmlbecause now we know we're dealing with the checkout module

4. Search for 'checkout/cart/sebar.phtml’ (the template name of the My Cart block) in the layout updates.
You will find an area that looks like this:
<reference name="right">
<block type="checkout/cart_sidebar" nhame="cart_sidebar" before="
template="checkout/cart/sidebar.phtml"/">
</reference">
Change it to say the following instead (Note that all you're doing is changingeference
name="right">to <reference name="left"y
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<reference name="left">
<block type="checkout/cart_sidebar" name="cart_sidebar" before="
template="che&out/cart/sidebar.phtml|"/">
</reference">
5. Reload the store front and you will now see the change reflected.

Exercise #2: Separate the SEO links at the footer aleatead of having the link items to be one list, isolate
'‘Advanced Search' to be in the hder instead.

1. You can make a calculated assumption that the SEO links must be assigned somewhere in the layout
under the footer block because it's being pulled through '<?=$tlgistChildHtmI()?>' of
template/page/html/footer.phtml. (You will need the Teptate Path Hints turned on to see why this is
obvious).

2. Open up layout/page.xml and look through the list of children under the footer block in order to locate a
block that calls the footer linksYou will find <block name="footer_links">, which is whaltscthe SEO
links. Now that you know that layout updates reference the SEO links via the name="footer_links", now
you will do a search in all the xml files for <reference name="footer_links">. You will find references for
the footer_links block in catalogml (which calls 'Site Map'), catalogsearch.xml(which calls 'Search Terms'
and 'Advanced Search’) and contacts.xml (which calls 'Contact Us').

3. Now that you've located the area of the individual SEO link items, you will now begin the steps to isolate
'‘Advanced Search' from the bunch and make it it's own thing in the header. First go back to page.xml and
create a new block <block type="page/template_links" nanhe=tler_links as="header_links
template="page/template/links.phtml"/> and nest it inside <blatkme="header">. You've made the
layout updates to expect this link in header.phtml. Open template/page/html/header.phtml, and type in
<?=$this>getChildHtmI('header_links")2here you want the link to reside.

4. Now | go to catalogsearch.xml, and cut this:
<action method="addLink" translate="label title" module="catalogsearch"><label>Advanced
Search</label><url helper="catalogsearch/getAdvancedSearchUrl" /><title>Advanced
Search</title></action®ut from <reference name="footer_links">
| create new lines toeference the new header_links block | created, and nest the cut out code inside it
like so:
<reference name="header_links">
<action method="addLink" translate="label title" module="catalogsearch"><label>Advanced
Search</label><url helper="catalogsedigttAdvancedSearchUrl|" /><title>Advanced
Search</title></action>
</reference>

5. Now | have Advanced search in the header instead of the footer.

This marks the end of Designer's Guide to Magento. Hopefully by now you're armed with confidence and
knowledgeabout how to approach designing with Magento. We hope to see some of your results up on the forum.
Share with us your designs, discuss this documentation and ask lots of questions at the community'forivth's
XHTML, CSS, Design Questitimead.

More information links

http://www.magentocommerce.com/media/screencasts/designenside-1/view
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CSS Resowrs

Changing you€SSiles on the fly
Mozilla does a greaESPeveloper plugn that allows you to change theéSSiles on the Fly
Plugin

https://addons.mozilla.org/erJS/firefox/addon/60great CSPeveloper plug

Mozilla

http://www.mozilla.com/enrUS/Mozilla Download if you dont have it

A greatCS®ook here called THESRANTHOLOGY 101 Essential Tips Tricks and Hacks

http://www.euphorish.com/f2007/07/02/html-cssarticle-overviewlay-out/

How to use Web Develop&SS

open your Mozilla Browser (forget winddoze browsers) locate

TOOLS » Web Developer » css » edit css

Now at the bottom of the browser you should se€8$anel

This will list 8 the CSSiles called into that particular page of you store

select which files contents you need to chanfboxes.css menu.css etc

cut all the css out of boxes.css and watch what happens the page in the browser will render with no Style
refresh thebrowser and it all comes back

The following is a list @& SS$esources for those wanting to polish their skills:

http ://www.westciv.com/style_master/academy/css_tutoriglthe number one guide t&€S¥

http://www.w3.0rg/Style/CSSand the boring docs, but nevertheless... some good detailedheafe)

http://www.nypl.org/styleguide/ (XHTMLand CSQuide)

http://www .htmlhelp.com/reference/css{anotherCSSQuide)

http://www.sitepoint.com/article/css5-building-skeleton/2(HTMLUtopia: designing without tables [free
chapter])

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cascading_Style Sheétd G Q& 2 A1 ALISRALF YI yHO
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https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/60
http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/
http://www.euphorish.com/2007/07/02/html-css-article-overview-lay-out/
http://www.westciv.com/style_master/academy/css_tutorial/
http://www.w3.org/Style/CSS
http://www.nypl.org/styleguide/
http://www.htmlhelp.com/reference/css/
http://www.sitepoint.com/article/css-5-building-skeleton/2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cascading_Style_Sheets

http://www.dezwozhere.com/links.htm{tons more resources)

http://www.mezzoblue.com/zengarden/resource$éven more resources [may be some duplicates])

http://www.positioniseverything.net/
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http://www.dezwozhere.com/links.html
http://www.mezzoblue.com/zengarden/resources/
http://www.positioniseverything.net/

Creating CSS buttons\¥mage buttons

There have been requests from many community members about the flexibility of the image buttons used in the
Magento frontend default theme. This article serves to inform and inspire you to take advantage of what a little
tweak in theHTMLand CS&an do in swapping image buttons @S $owered ones. To those dedicat&EJadies
andgentsher eds. to you

7 z

[ SGQa &GN o6& R2gyf2FRAY3I az2YS AYIl 3ASa

The following gifs are also availabldSD formatfor your toying pleasuresave it as png, gif, jpg, whatever
ddza ia @2dzNJ FlyOed C2N) RSY2QFforimdkl G A2y LJzN1LJ2aSazr ¢6SQNB dza.

Download the following images, or save the above PSD in your preferred file format, and save it in your magento
directory skin/frontend/default/default/images

e

Now for the Magic.

The HTML

[ SGQa dzasS GKS at NPOSSR G2 /KSO12dzié AYF3AS odzilizy Ay (K.
be found in app/desigifrontend/default/default/template/checkout/onepage/link.phtml in the Magento file

structure)

HTMLfor Image button - comes with the default Magento package

<a href="<?=$this-getCheckoutUrl()?>"><img src="<?=$this
>getSkinUrl(‘images/btn_proceed_to_clieait.gif)?>" alt="<?=__ (‘Proceed to Checkout')?>"/>
</a>

HTML for CSS buttoichange the style of the button with just a swap of the background

<a class="imfptn btn-checkout" href="<?php echo $thisgetCheckoutUrl()?>">

<span><?php echo Mage::helgeheckout’}>__(‘Proceed to Checkout');?>

</span>

</a>
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http://www.magentocommerce.com/wiki/_media/how-to/image-btn-tpl.zip?id=how-to%3Acreating-css-buttons-vs-image-buttons&cache=cache

{61 L) 2dzi GKS Wl c¢a[] F2N LYI 8% dxdfiidiy2qy Q0 DRRB( waA {i &Y 1 8KESS AP AL
HTMLjust serves to unite all thES®uttons in case you want to synchronize the footars and sizes..etc.

The CS

.btn-checkout{
displayblock
float:right;
backgroundransparenturl(../images/btn_proceed_to checkout_rad.pifo-repeat100260;
font-size15px;
font-weightbold;
paddingright:8px;
}
.btn-chedout, .btncheckouthover{
color#fef5e5;
text-decorationnone;
}
.btn-checkoutspan{
displayblock
padding0 17px0 25pXx;
backgrounciransparenturl(../images/btn_proceed_to_checkout_bg.pifo-repeat,
line-height40px;
}

And there you have itt An all CS$owered button.

{2NNEX>X o0dzi ¢A0K @ odm dimk.plitrl dode tdRthisRy QG ¢2NJ] @ L OKI y3ISR
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<a class="imdptn btn-checkout" href="<?php echo $thisgetCheckoutUrl()?>">
<span><?php echo $this _(‘Proceed to Chkout')?>

</span>

</a>

And then it worked well... :)

Apply on the Place Order button

copy the file app/design/frontend/default/default/template/checkout/onepage/review.phtml in your design path,
and replace :

<input type="image" src="<?php echo $thigetSkinUrl('images/btn_place_order.gif') ?>"
onclick="review.save();" value="<?php echo $this ('Place Order’) ?>" />

to:

<a class="imfptn btn-checkout" href="#" onclick="review.save();"><span><?php echo-$thi¢Place Order")
;?></span></a>

¢KS GHNRIONE odzidz2y A& y2¢ 0aa LRESNBR FyR Oy 06S GNIyaft
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Add Home Link with functional active state to Menu Bar
(Alternative Method)

UPDATED: Included the following alternative method to add a home link with functional active state to the menu
bar.

Add Home Link with functional active state to Menu Bar (Alternative Method)

Find the file calledop.phtmlin app/design/frontend/default/yourtheme/template/catalog/navigatidrand make
the following change:

<div class="headamawcontainer">
<divclass="headenav">
<h4 class="ndalisplay"><?php echo $this __(‘Category Navigation:') ?></h4>

<ul id="nav">

<I-- ALTERNATIVE HOME BUTTON HACK
<li class="home"><a href="<?php echo $thgetUrl(")?>"><?php echo $th>__(‘Home') ?></a></li>

<l--ALTERNATIVE HOME BUTTON HACK

<?php foreach ($thisgetStoreCategories() as $_category):?>
<?php echo $thisdrawltem($_category) ?>
<?php endforeach ?>
</ul>
</div>
<?%hp echo $this>getChildHtml(‘topLeftLinks') ?>
</div>

Add the following to thamenu.csdile in skin/frontend/default/yourtheme/css This example is for a CMS home
page which usesmshomeclass in its body tag.

body.cmshome #nav li.home a { color:#d%68; }
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NOTE: The following comments refer to the following methods.

i TRIED THIS AND IT ADDS THE LINK, BUT THE ACTIVE STATE DOES NOT FUNCTION CORRECTLY ::::

Special Note to the person(s) responsible for this page. Myself and many others have adempse this code

shippet to get the result explained with an active state, but have been unable to get the active state to work. The

fAyl R2S8S& 62N) & FENFa LRAYyGAy3 G2 SEaradGAay3a Ova LI 3
all. Page refreshes and all links adjust back to original state.

FOR HOME LINK ONLY ACTIVE STATd&Za S G KS F2ff2¢Ay3a & A0Qa GKS AAYLI Aa
correctly on the home link.

<div class="headamawcontainer">
<div class="headanav">
<h4 class="ndalisplay"><?php echo $this _(‘Category Navigation:') ?></h4>

<ul id="nav">

<I--WORKING ACTIVE STATE HOME BUTTONHACK
<li class="home<?php if (Mage::helper(‘core/urlgetCurrentUrl() === Mageelper('core/url’)
>getHomeUrl()):?> active<?php endif;?>"><a href="<?php echo-$geitJrl(")?>"><?php echo $this

> (‘Home") ?></a></li>

<l--WORKING ACTIVE STATE HOME BUTTONHACK

<?php foreach ($thisgetStoreCategories() as $_egory):?>
<?php echo $thisdrawltem($_category) ?>
<?php endforeach ?>
</ul>
</div>
<?php echo $thisgetChildHtml(‘topLeftLinks') ?>

</div>

Add Home Link to Menu Bar
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For theHomelink in the menu bar of the main tempkyou can add some code to one of the template files.

Find the file calledop.phtmlin app/design/frontend/default/default/template/catalog/navigatiohand make the
following change:

<div class="headanawcontainer">
<div class="headanav">
<h4 class="ndalisplay"><?php echo $this _(‘Category Navigation:') ?></h4>

<ul id="nav">

<l--HOME BUTTON HAEK

<?php $_anyActive = false; foreach ($thgetStoreCategories() as $_category) { $_anyActive =
$_anyActive || his->isCategoryActive($_category); } 2>

<li class="<?php echo !$_anyActive ? 'active' : " ?>"><a href="<?php echogehisrl(")?>"><?php echo
$this>__ ('Home") ?></a></li>

<l--HOME BUTTON HAEXK

<?php foreach ($thisgetIoreCategories(10) as $ category):?>
<?php echo $thisdrawltem($_category) ?>
<?php endforeach ?>
</ul>
</div>
<?php echo $thisgetChildHtmlI(‘topLeftLinks') ?>
</div>

x:x:x: Tried several on this page. The one direattlyve worked best. | modified it a little bit to contain a link title.
Just paste

<li class="home<?php if (Mage::helper(‘core/urtetCurrentUrl() === Mage::helper(‘core/ut¥yetHomeUrl()):?>
active<?php endif;?>"><a href="<?php echo $thgetUrl(")?>" title="Home">Home</a></li>

just before
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<?php echo $_menu; ?>

YS 2N+ d2LI0LKGYE GKFG
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Add Home Link to Top Links

The correct way to do this is to open the theme/layout/customer.xml file and thedifp the section that shows
customer links on all pages, to include a link home and also a link to other customer service pages that you have

RSSYSR ySOSaalNEx Sd3dd WNBGdzZNYyaQ oATF &2dz IS4G + 24 2F
By way of example, this modified XA £ S Ay Of dzZRSa F Wl 2YSQ tAy] YR W5SfAQE
<l--

Default layout, loads most of the pages

->

<default>

<I--Mage_Customer->
<reference name="top.links">
<action method="addLink" translatelabel title"
module="customer"><label>Home</label><url></url><title>Home</title><prepare>true</prepare><urlParams/><
position>5</position></action>
<action method="addLink" translate="label title" module="customer"><label>My Account</label><url
helper="customer/getAccountUrl"/><title>My
Account</title><prepare/><urlParams/><position>94</position></action>
<action method="addLink" translate="label title"
module="customer"><label>Deliveries</label><url>deliveries</url><title>Delivétitbs><prepare>true</prepar
e><urlParams/><position>95</position></action>
<action method="addLink" translate="label title"
module="customer"><label>Returns</label><url>returns</url><title>Returns</title><prepare>true</prepare><url
Params/><po$ion>96</position></action>
<action method="addLink" translate="label title" module="customer"><label>Contact
Us</label><url>contacts</url><title>Contact
Us</title><prepare>true</prepare><urlParams/><position>97</position></action>
</reference>
</default>

Add Home Link to Top LinkAlternative Method

This will allow you to add ldomelink in the Top Links (My Account | My Wishlist | Etc.) before the My Account.

Find the file calledinks.phtmlin app/design/frontend/default/defaultemplate/page/template/ and make the
following change:

<?php $_links = $thisgetLinks(); ?>
<?php if(count($_links)>0): ?>

<div>
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<ul<?php if($thissgetName()): ?>):?> id="<?php echo $thgetName() ?>"<?php endif;?>>

<I--HOME BUTTON HAEK
<li class="first"><a href="<?php echo $thigetUrl(")?>"><?php echo $this _(‘Home') ?></a></li>

<l--HOME BUTTON HAEK

<?php foreach($_links as $_link): ?>
<li <?php if($_link>getisLast()): ?> class="last"<?php endif; ?><?php echo -$daikiParams()

?>><?php echo $_lirkgetBeforeText() ?><a href="<?php echo $ -H#gktUrl() ?>" title="<?php echo $_link
>getTitle() ?>" <?php echo $_linrketAParams() ?>><?php echo $ -ligktlLabel() ?></a><?php echo $_lnk
>getAfterText() ?></li>

<?php endforeach; ?>

</ul>
</div>

<?php endif; ?>

bh¢9oyY ¢KS AF &adlFdiSYSyid Ay (GKS F2NBIOK t22L) KI
notethatthS f t ADH F2NJ GKS a1 2YSé tAy]l ldzi2aYlFIGAOrtte 3Sda

This allows for space between Home | My Account
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Embedding HTML in the Footer

http://www.magentocommerce.com/blog/comments/froathe-supportteam-embeddinghtml-in-the-footer/

Often online nerchants need to embed code in the site footer to integrate with 3rd party services such as
analytics, affiliate programs, tracking codes, etc. Instead of modifying each template manually, Magento offers a
quick and simple way to introduce such 3rd pagygscript code to the templates directly from the admin

interface.

HTML

-
Varysm_accounta s Ty

Figure 1

To o so, locate the Miscellaneous HTML box under System>Configuration>General>Design>Footer. Paste the
O2RS RANBOiGfte Ay GKS 02E lyR al @S GKS RFEGF® al 1S &dz2NB
Management.

Once completed, the embedded coddlvoe available on your store.
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Blank Theme available through MagentoConnect

http://www.magentocommerce.com/blog/comments/blanktheme-availablethrough
magentoconnect/
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The Blank Themeéor Magento is available vislagentoConnectwith 'Blank Theme' the Magento team

answers the call of numerow®mmunity members out there who's been inquiring about an extra light theme to

use as a basis for theme customization. With this theme we've removed all the custom CSS formerly used in
Default and Modern Theme, and replaced them with minor typography asitipning CSS assignments.

References to the class names were left in the CSS files to provide a solid starting ground for designers/developers.
Markups were also revisited and cleaned up in thdeeel.

Download customize, and enjoy the new ultra light Magento theme!

-End of Doc

Thanks from TheUnical Technologies
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http://www.magentocommerce.com/blog/comments/blank-theme-available-through-magentoconnect/
http://www.magentocommerce.com/blog/comments/blank-theme-available-through-magentoconnect/
http://www.magentocommerce.com/extension/518/blank-theme
http://www.magentocommerce.com/extension/518/blank-theme
http://www.magentocommerce.com/extension/518/blank-theme
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